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Pn ST ACS 


| Ti E Friends of Mr. Haſtings, wiſhing to convey to the Pro- 
prietary and to the Public at large as full an Account as 

| Poſſible of all the Proceedings which have taken place at the India 
' Houſe, in conſequence of the Vote of the Houſe of Commons of 
the 28th May, 1782, beg Leave to ſubmit to them the following 
Papers. They contain References to all the Papers which were 
read by the Court of Directors, previous to their paf thoſe. 
Reſolutions which were reſcinded on the 1ſt inſtant. The very 
important Debate of the 24th October at the General Court is 
| ſtated as accurately and as candidly, as the Nature of the Subject 
will poſſibly admit of. If the Speeches of the Deputy Chairman 
and General Richard Smith are not ſtated at Length, it is really 
not from a Deſire in Mr. Haſtings's Friends to paſs over any Argu- 
ment advanced by either of thoſe Gentlemen, from an Idea that 
every Argument was not fully and completely anſwered and re- 
futed. The Fact is, they have not been able to recollect more of 
their Speeches than they have inſerted ; but if either of theſe 
Gentlemen will favour them with their Speeches at Length, or as 
much as they can recollect of them, they ſhall be faithfully pub- 
liſhed hereafter. | 


London, 6th Nov. 1782. 
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PROCEEDINGS. of. the Court of er General 
Court of Proprietors, in conſequence of the Reſolution of the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons of the 28th Ma, 1784. = 


Wedneſday, Tur, following Reſolution which paſſed theo: 
OF May, 1782. nourable. Houſe of Commons Yelterday being laid 


before the Court; "__ 


634-4 


16% „ Raten. Ew, 1 3 "Ay 
& and William Hornby, Eſq. Preſident of the Council at Bombay, having, 


in ſundry; inſtances, acted in a manner repugnant to the honour and po- 


« licy of this nation, and thereby brought great calamities on India, and 


4 enormous expebces on the Eaſt: India Company, it is the Duty of the 
2 Directors of the ſaid Company to putſue all legal and effectusl means 
che removal of the ſaid Governor et, eee re- 


ire Offices, and to recalthem to Great Britain.“ Ty 


— 


ö eee. reſolved. That che- ſaidd Reſolution ſhould be 
taken into conſideration on Friday the 31ſt of May, and that the Com- 


pany's Cone and Salleitor moll be Gitlejed to'artend on this ay. 


Fri N. Read the ach, 5th, Gibs Ich, and 8th- paragraphs of - 


giſt May, 1782. 
cember, 1775. 


6 3 vo (113; 55165 


1a. R 1782. 1% 
1 % 


et n. | nd bas eee 
Read Votes of the Honourable Houſe of SO"! of the 28th 1 


© Bengal, ard Try November, 1768, par. 23, 


the General Letter to Bengal, dated the 15th De- 


— 


General | 


| i [46 * 

General "RA from Bengal in 0 Secret Department, _ _ 
November, 1772, par. 1, 

General Letter o Bengel, "dated: 24 N. en, 77 Per, 42 % 4. 

Ditto, ditto, 7th March, 1775, par. 3 to 6. 

Separate General Lerter to Bengal, dated the 15th December, 1775» 
par. 2 to 14. 

Clauſe in the of the 15th of His preſent Majeſty's reign, Ri 21 
which directs en Wb ers neh of 
the Court of Directors. £7 #499 3 {5 Lt 


7th 2 February, and 23d February, 1778. 


Treaty of Poorunder, dated 1ſt March, at uh 

Letters from the Committee of Secreſy to the Grenade General and 
| . dated 3 iſt Auguſt, 17. 
Ditto, ditto, to the pe eder pre rect George, ue 


the ſame day. | 
Ditto, ditto, ditto, Neben FO 8 


Friday, | Read at whe Conſultations, dated 291h 5 atwary, 2d 


? £ * DJ S 4 
7 BOY; ' 


Proceedings of the CORE of pet "yew Jah, Deng ___ 


27th, and 3 iſt Auguſt, 1778. 
General Letter to Bengal, ue bd Beende 196 n 00 
une en ce, brecer da, dated zoth December, 
1777. 


ren ard din April, a77$-——IntroRtions 
to Colonel Leſlie, 


Inſtructions from the Governor General bog 0 . Alex- 
ander Elliot, dated 18th July, 1778. | . 


Tueſday, Read Bengal Secret Conſultations, dated 16th November, and 
11th June. J th December, 1778. 


General Letter to Bengal, dated 14th May, 1779 par. 12 22 


> {onde 


* 


4 


| Mays 1782, was then read 


— 


7 Reb Ns Eſq, and Eighborker Pro- 
111 72 prictots being rend. defiriag that à General Court may be called 
1782. to take into conſideration a Reſolution of the Houſe uf 
a Co tatmom wehre tothe removing Warren Haſtings, Eig. Governor Ge- 
| | nebal for the dee Of deen pd is Pen 
Governor of Bomb; 
Ordered; That the Generdt Cote be held en Wedneſdey; igch une 
Nesd Bevgat Secret Conifukativns, dated 1ft February, 1759. 
Letters gene e 4nd Downgur de cd 
N 1775. 3 aa FTIR S003 | 
Elie. and die revived 26 February, en un 
arch. 


Len fen ia Wund Wa ee 
rr 
at Cuttak. | 


Tueſday, | Read Bengul Sect Conſubatjons, dated 12th Nov. 1759 
1 .) n b 15210 Ditto — ad Dec. 
Ditto — th dito. 
Dino — 14th Feb. 2780. 


TOI WE 


Paoonzpmas of A e of men Wedneſday, 


$5 3 — 19th June, 1782. 15 
nch eee the Court, that it was de of take into 
conſideration a Reſolution rlative to the removal of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
Governor General of Bengal, and William Hornby, Eſq. Governor of Bom- 
bay; and the Letter from George Johnſtone, Eſq. renders e 
tors, was then read: 


And de aten ofthe l- Hou of Commons of th 20h of 


, FEET HAY ; 9 
3 ,— And 


RAK wid cher moſt 
cen wr Ing Gy TION car 


5 A EY þ 
nol i: fo.  y6-uaniculoj 6 abmarcb flags ian $381: 09 44 585, 
That it is the opinion ne e the e ee , Werren 


CY 


« Haſtings, Eſq. Governor General of Bengal, or any; Jervants: of the 
« Eaſt India Company, merely in compliance with a vote of the Houſe - 


of Commons, without being ſatisfied that the grounds of delinquency 


<<. of themſelves to vindicate the Directors in coming; to ſuch a Reſolution, 
would weaken the confidence which the ſervants of the Eaſt India Com- 
e pany ought to entertain of the juſtice of their employers, and will tend 
to deſtroy that independency which the Proprietors of Eaſt India; ſtock 
60 ought to enjoy . eee their own. affair. Ay act 


9 
15 RN E 


e motion Leng chen malle, it was carried ty 1 "very e 
majority, 7 


« That! it 125 erer to the Court of Direcbrs not to err int 
effect any Reſolution” they may come to relative to the removing of 
« Warren Haſtings, Eſq. or William Hornby, Eſq. till ſuch Reſolution 
« ſhall have been approved of by : a General Court.” 


Thurſd), | Read Bengal Public Conſultations, dated 18th OR. 1759. 

7 5 Ditto Secret ditto e — 20th April, 1780. 

nb Ditto Publie ditt — /ꝓÄ ditt 
Ditto Secret ditto 10 L 15th May. 

Ditto ditio ditto ir 0 T 


. Ties ditto + ditto + ” | n jena 


Nie tree HA 03-4 meinten Aas 1: 1170 10819909 
Friday, J Read Bengal Public, Conteg, dared 13th July, 1780. . 
21ſt _— Ditto Secret ditto — 15th ditto. — 
Ditto -ditto ditto 22 8 
Ditto ditto dittu a6! Art Rugot. 
WE: Ditto Public ditto — 5 ditto, ig 
1A 6 8 Read 
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by 3492 ar Read Bengal Public Conſultations * Were th inte. 
After as} Ditio Auto - dito 
Dino Secret ä 
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2.1 Read Bengal — — 17867" 


4 413 l Mos 


| 
| 


ml. 7 6h 1 9 


— apa bqth Sept. x8, 


3d, 9th, and. be nen, 17800 nad hn Jan. 1782. 


mee, 
Tk re TY 


Read 1 0 Bengal Setrer Corifultations of the * 
1 22d, and 29th January z 8th, 12th, 23d, and 26th 
Feb.; 15th, 22d, and 2gth"March; 5th and '25th April; 5th and 3 iſt 


day! 11th and 14th June: 20 and 16th July 4 and 24th Sept. 178 1. 


'Thwſly, I Read Extratts Bengel Secret Conſultations of the 24th 
rgth Seprembe 
r2th, 22401 November; and 10th December, 1781. 4 8 981 
Extract Bengal Country Correſpondence, 1779, No. 42. 

Extract eee from Bengal, dated goth April, 1751. 


Thurſday,” J Read Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Macart- 


26th September ney, Governor of Fort St. George, to the Court, dated 
Zoth September, es, 
Extract of a Letter * Nabob of Arcot, dated iſt 
| Rubbelowel, 1195. ex bby 


"Amount of military Expences at Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, in 


Hh year 1777» and by the laſt advices received. Alſo ſtate of the 


reaſyries, with the Bond int other debts at Bengal, Madras, and 
Bombay, i in the year 1778, and by the laſt advices received, 
Wedneſday, The Chairman wry forward the Four Reſolutions which 
gth -OZober.  are/hercaftercalended- 17) | 42 left bet) T i 


11 g 113 4 TLLL t 2 


Wedneſday, by A letter from George Johnſtone, Eſq. and Eight . 
26th. Meer. J prietors, dated. the 24th of October, uns read, ae cha 
a General Court might be called on Special Affairs. It was refolved, 
_ a General Court be ſummoned to meet s che . of 
'  Odlober, at Eleven in the forenbon. +" aid * 


Tburſday, 1 Read Reſolution of the Houſe of Common, pet on the 
17th Ober. * 28th May, . 1 


* a 


* * LY 
; 4 1 . 4 ; 


September; zſt, sch, 11th; and..2gth e Mb | 


- 


8 1 'wwly 


4 dne of the on Cute of Props niche gt Jun, 
1788.7 0 1 Ae Suite! 
1 eee . 
General Letter th April, 1776, par. 38, 39, wp de weaned 
Ditto, 16th April, 1777; pat. 5, 6, 9, 10. by 
General Letter to Bengal, dated the 5th Ea, a . 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24 . 

Letter from the Seenk Gbinchitice aun eee es 
Fo bay, ſent over land by Colonel Capper, dated the 31ſt Auguſt, 1778. 
Letter from Lord Weymouth, one of the late Secteraries of State, 

to the Chairman and Deputy, dated the 22d Auguſt, 1778. 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Purling to Sir William James, dated 
27th Avguſt,.1778. ee 
Extract of a Letter da Mr, Gregory to Sir William Jens, dated 
'x2th Auguſt, 1778. 
General Letter to Bengal, dated the 23d December, 1776, * 146. 
„ Ditto, — dd February, 1781, par. 35 to 42. 


Thos or twin oft Fj eee, nile, on the 
28th 80 28. . 


* 


ge., | Read Separate Lener to. Bengal, dated on Heere. 
1782. 765, par. 8. 
Ditto Fort St. George, dated 4th Dec. nes pee 2. 
Select Letter Bengal, 'x3th May, 1566, par 7. 
Letter to Lord Clive, 4th March, 1767, par. 4. 
Separate Letter to Fort St. George, 4th March, 1767, par. 8 and 9. | 
Sclect Letter to Bengal, 20th November, par. 4, 5, and 16. | 
| Ditto 16th March, 1768, par. 4 to 8." 7 8 
Separate Letter to Fort St. George, 5th April, 1768, par. 2 to 4. 
Ditto, — 13th May, 1768, par. 7to 10, 12, 13. 
Select Letter Bengal, 11th November, par. 23, 24, 32. 
Separate Letter Fort St. George, 17th March, 1769, p. 3, 9 to 11, 16. 
Select ditto, ditto, ditto, par. 1, 2, 3. 
General Letter to Bengal, 11th May, + par, 7 to 10, 16. 
B 2 General 


V . 
«Hy General Letter to Bengal, goth June, 1769, par 11. 
5 Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners, 1 5th Sept. 1769, par. 1, 2; 


eee dee e.. Georgh, eee eee e | 
e l 115 J "> 
Nabob of Arcot, dito ho 8 
Select Letter to Madras, ditto, the _ 
General Letter ditto, 27th, June, par. 3. A ELITE 
Select Letter, 10th April, 2774, par. 856i 
General Letter ditto, 24th: November, 4,772 1772». Par. | IS 
|  Inſtrudtions to Governor General and Council, - 2gth . FE 
par. * 
| General Letter to Bengal, 3d March, 1775s par. 5%: 
Ditto th ditto, per. 5 and 6. 
General Letter to Fort St. George, 12th. April. —Tanjore war, © | 
Separate Letter Bengal, 15th December, 1775, par. 2, 4 to 13. 
Ly ditto to ditto, 4th March, 1778, par. 73. | 
Ditto ditto, 2d February, 1781, par. 35 to 45. 


Dino ditto, 11th April, Par. 10, x1, 16. 
Ditto ditto, 21ſt May, polar. 8. 
Ditto ditto, 25th January, 1784, par. 0 
Ditto ditto, 12th. July, par. 62 to 64. 
Abſtract General Letter from Bombay, 26th Jan. 1967, pat. 25. a 
Ditto ditto ditto 18th Mar. 1768, par. 91. 


The Reſolutions bein Formand on dhe gth October by the Chairman of 
the Court of Directors, were conſidered on the 17th and on this day; and 


after very long debates upon them, the laſt Reſolution. for the removal of 


Mr. Haſtings was put to the ballot, and carried by a majority of . the 
numbers being. 


For 3 of Mr. Haſtings . | 13 
Againſt his removal — — 10 
| Majority 3. 


- 


& 18. J 


— Fran, held che zu Oe 37 the Re | 
abe aa by he Fefe were ready and are as follows : 2 waa 


k.1 ESOEVED;/ That the orders ſent by the Ducke NS 
ſervants in India to abſtain From ichemes « of conqueſt and extenſion 
of bo. and to confine their views tu a ſyſtem of defence, forbidding 
all unneceſſary interference: in dhe quarrels of the county: powers, or the en- 
tering into new engugements wich chern iu offenſive alllancrs, recommending; 
at the ſame time pteſervation of peace, and the mair enance of an inviolable 
character for moderation and good Faith, by 4 ſitady adherence to eee 


r TI 0s 0 AEM PA®F 


+4 * 


I. Rassen That it 1 this Coun that a contrary ſyſtem of t 
policy has been adopted and purſued by the Compan Company's ſervants ip India, in | 
e eee ſuperiors,. whereby they 
have involved themſalves in unpolitic and contradict ory Hegociations, pro- 
moted. and entered into offenſive. treaties, and carried on .uaneceſſary and | 
complicated wars, attended with. an enormous expence f and by theſe and 
' ether inſtances. of erroneous, conduct, the Company have been loaded with | 
large and heavy debts ati all their ſerclemens, and our tiational influence and 
reputation declined throughout Hindoſtan, whilſt theſe meafures have given 
birth to combinations among the rr ery ung to. the On 
of the Company's territories. || 5 


III. Rxsorvxd, Fhat it n e en Court to give Age 
confirmation to that ſyſtem of bonduct enjoined:by the Director, and; here« 
tofore ratified by a General Court; an&in order to quiet the minds of the 
native princes in Hindoſtan, and to reſtore confidence, und to ſhe the ſin 
cerity. of our intentions, that an immediate ſtop be put to a ſyſtem of policy 
bo ruinous in ita conſequences. to this Company * 


IV. RSD, MW at as.aess hots R. 
revenge pourra eyes eee | 
5, | ; | 06 


Tn” 
8 


from orders Þo often cafiirced ; and therefore that it neu] 22 ˙ 
wanne Governor General of ms: "7 * 


cr Amitar tos „ N21 21109 WL not HAT nia dr or in i $97 RO 
Bait ice baile: ed %: 4s 2 15 In: onen be 8 
Seeber ebe don, te i ny f the Dion ue pro- 
| ee e Ne MOT WIR: . 
r re following Paorzsrs were then read... ts oy 
£0 TY» 1.2 


To the Honourable he Court of Di ecke t of 117 en 15 
jp Eaſt India CO! MY 99.7 n To ee 


975 Gerriivix,, RY ee ava: 31 
| OK UR ſolemn elles oath of Abb into as dirt, by which we 
bound ourſelves, 1 in every inſtance, to counſel, "adviſe, and act to the 


beſt of our Judgment for the intereſt of the Company, obliges us, in diſ- 
charge of a painful but neceſſary duty, and under the ſtrongeſt impreſſions 
of conſcientious conviction, to proteft, as we now do, againſt pouch ares 
removing | from the government of Bengal,” at this % % e 

Warren Haſtings, Eſq, the preſent” Govethor'General.* A1 >} 


4 T1397, 11 1 Tad T1567 Oi 


2 


Fmsr. Becauſe * in our conſtiences believe, that Mr. Haſtings 
for many years been a moſt active, faithful, and able ſerwant 70 * 


W 
ad ec 4 3.226 5, 

Secoxd. W white the political affairs in lad continue in "their 

preſent unſertled ſtate, a Judden removal of- the Company $ firſt i imme- 

dlate eee * in our opinion, add 0 to the Po 


Try. Becauſe we hold Mr. Fiat to have abilttes dvd pee a 
to thoſe of any man whom we might , chooſe for his ſucceſſor, together 
| with more extenſive experience, more local knowledge, and more per- 


ſonal weight throughout India, than is poſſeſſed by any ſubject of Great 


1 16 0 
- -Britalti z und therefore wo vfteert eee ene negatinar fora 
n ft vir s winke a 9 bt. $4 ak «biz gen 
l y I % 4431 TIC 8 +> . | 


* Becqule wo by no ons m LY at the 1 en | 

would tend to quiet the minds, TY reſtore us the confidence of the 

dies pirindes-of onde pain ber er p, mmm 
| impaired. 74 Rälle A1. + 6 2447 30f 


la 1g 11:76; tant 1 
FS Becauſe we hold che Lag war wo have MPN. Batbay, a 
| In,the ue with Ragobah, and, to be no otherwiſe « Lene with Mr. 
Haſtings's condu#t, "than in his efforts to d preyent t the prevalence of French 
influente at Poonah, N conceive him to have rendered a moſt | 
important ſervice to the Company and the nation, . 
Ke) atT | | 
Sixrt, Becauſe the war in the Carnatic is clearly defenſive, and therefore 
not unneceſſary ; nor do we allow that our negociations, as they concern 
Mr. Haſtings, have been impolitic; and we utterly deny that our national 
influence and reputation are N A-,, FRRanns, as nl 
Wnmmpmnm 


Szv zurn. Becauſe, adenl ng et Fs cbt 0 to their different 


* 
ſettlements to have boen conſtanily and. cunſiſtently abſolute in prohibition 
i * all ſchemes of conqueſt, we ſtill think that the Company's partial 
approbation of: particular incidents in the courſe of the. preſent war, ſuch 
YR ratification. of the treaty with Ragobhah, of the expedition to 
* Pgonah, and of the march . Colonel; Lefie's. derachment from Bengal, | 
. - tended, do u tacit adroiſſian of its. general. propriety: |), dw ni fai ing 


Fibkiry," Becauſe mortover it appears ich be, "that the gen or Todin 
Dag is, from internal cauſes,” liable to "WaRtant'" and Uavoidable 
u&harion,” through! the ctaſhid{s" FOE o the native" Po 


I" 


wers, and "the 


interference of European nations, ſo. that no. poſſible plan can/'be la 5 


do pn for our governments abroad, ſo comprehenſive and well; modelled. 
do enable chem 26 all times, and under all circumſtances, to preſerve 
11 inflexible PER La zin Mon mms Walz en ob 7 2,5; | 


Adab NK. 


n Des — b this/Covrt; 00 hich: dir; Hallingrs | 


propoſed removal is founded, do not advance any ſpecific chatge againſt 
. bim, much leſs, afford a ſhadow of proof that he is the/fole author. or 


We. eren the principal advil of the meaſires thEreih contlethted. NI 
[ TELE monte of abies Wh T9370 07 bags bluow 
| Waben Becauſe our eee ee eee en that a 
| peace is at this inſtant ſettled with. the Marattes: by Mr.-Haſtings's 
5 vegociation; —becauſe he bas found reſources for the Company's exigen- 
ies abroad in the yery moment when many of their confidential ſervants 
3 them to be irrecoverably ruined ;—and becauſe every dif 
| patch alfords us fome freſh pros | el his went @ the Company. | 
la 25 View WL: $3.4 WOT 1 Ai, 
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44 dns ee "4 Son abe aflice of Gesundes General 
4 of Bengal; and the only reaſons aſſigned are, chat his „ ideas of 
46 extenſian of dominion, either dy negociation or conqueſt, have led him 
44 do depan from'the-orders fo often emforced, —withont pointing out any 
in which tie has actually departed from the ſaid orders: As I 
ed-it would not ah been, poſſible for any perſon, in his fitue- 


. Aus- 
. 


| think a, feſolo i ln ha man, er. 
Pin, ne d 


Bec 1 lee mee ire e 
if 1 did not proteſt againſt the removil of Mr. Haffings at this particular 
zjunctute, as I do not believe chere now exiſts his equal, in ability, diſin- 

tereſtedneſs, 
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ON | Ts 1 17 $3 N 
f  tepeſtedaets, d date to protiote the' welfare of the Coinpatiy.” en 
| | Inſtance" is- now before us j 1 allude to the letter received u few days ago 
from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, dated April 8; 1783, 
in which it appears that his extraordinary, unparalelled exertions, at a moſt 
critical period, and at a time that it was generally imagined bis reſdurces 
were totally exhauſted (it appears), that during the courſe of ſeven months 
from the it of "Auguſt, 1781, to the 1ſt of March, 1782, he had ſupplied 
ber e e eee end grainy: to the amount of current 
rupen2m2ůs*ß ee a” 0 b * gs 
And'had fopplied Bombey from the 1 of May, b beten 504 ken n 

1581, to the ift öf March, 1763. ow iti 


He had realized tht year an inveſtment for Eu. 1 1 rc f 
0 CNTYge: 05 viterrs agg! Yap ME Eq 
4 futther expected to realize, in e lee 10 88 


veeks from the date of the . 5 Ps * Sh; Ia 2 ? 418 38 
. SN 2 bee a 1 d en! 
Excluſive of the inveſtment — e 

provided, which we, have poſſeſſion of, and 205 CAT 
vill be nt home this eee © 2 17,50;000... 1 
Nen O I 0e 17% | 11 13 TV 5! : $200,17,y00 
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the 
chief burden of which e 
the amount of 200,00,000 3; but I have not à doubt, that when once. peace 
is reſtored, if Mr. Haſtings is not recalled, it will deertaſe more rapidly 
than it has increaſed during ibe war: and the weight"of it has not oppreſſed 
us here in F 
Aer on the er e Tein lloyd by act of parliament 
757 x mf mon we 12 


of April 8 loft, particularly rden. his intentions of drawing on us” 


* 4% 


meer n With thee facts before, us, and 
— Haſtings's government in as perfe& tranquillity as 
they ever . 


at this haſty reſolution to recall him. ns 
a et 3 C | A moment's 


7 ˙ . Aa ts 
bes readered. to us, and co this kingdom, ever ſince his acceſiion. to, the 
| government of Bengal in 1772, to the preſent time, are fucther motives for 
my diſſenting, in the ſtrongeſt manner, to his remoyal z cheſe ſervices I en- 
deavoured to expreſs. in Court this, day, during the debates on this dare, 
and. which 1 chink it my duty now to ſubmit co papet 11) 111 +) 


Ia 1773, the Company owed for the poſtponed, e 
to diſcharge, which a loan of C 1, 40% was advanced by government; 


ſinee which (previous to the iſt of March, 178 1) the above ſum has heen 


paid, and the bond debt reduced to Cl, 87, O00, and other ſtanding debt: 
paid off, to the amount of £315,620, making together, the n of 
I 3.202, 600, excluſive of dividends, and other current payments. 


Theſe payments I attribute chiefly to the exertions of 6 


Bengal, during the time Mr, Haſtings has been in the chair: 4440 
which, 1 will here ſtate a few facts, which, I think, carry cunviction. 


el Seaſons in England. — $60 1 c; 
N beef oe dan 1766] e e inc. f pan 471,607 
Ditto Ditto 17750 % Do. ot vo. 6,399,538 
Supplied other ſettlements) |, © er © 016) 109 0 
n from 1765 to 1771 incluſ. Do. 1,889,673 
them 1 | 
r 177i i778 © 0. Do. 49373. 
Bills of exchange and cer- . 
* ns nm Ds. Do. - 1787 
\ Py Rant ' , 1 i 2 
Ditto Ditto 170 1e Doe. be. 1477193 


erben 3 . 1; 1765 to 1 Do. Do. "3,686,492. 
wi a, 1 | 


1613 £45931 Ii} 98 SH "8 Han 
way Is 1 1774 to 2786 Þo. Do. 5,183,592 
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en " dared Ma ch 26, 17 73» :08,000- 
Dp 85 ene * oh, —— 
Balance * account im 1774 — — — 8584 


* 2 Ditto in 8 —T᷑TBna— 9.90 
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£ 315,630 


\E I 9 1 | 1 5 = 


A A mem 
„ agninſt whom there is no 
ſpecific charge z and who has rendered, and ſtill continues to render, 
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2 
rity of our Court of the aad inſtant, on the reſolutions. handed to us by 
our very worthy Chairman and Deputy, for each of whom no Gentleman 


Se a 


Any comment n i eq ing from frm me may app ar. 


but bound as I am in'duty, both LS LAM myſelf, I cannot 


ſuppreſs my pre de pernicious conſequences, of which 1 am 
eee —t They convey to my mind: little more 
than f pavegyrigk on g rieves, and on thoſe who have preceded us; and 
dba 2 of proving a dota of criminality, on the Goyernor General, 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. they ſeem to me to amount to this only : « It is our 
« will and pleaſure to remove this valuable ſervant. of the Company; nor 
© SEC SORE OT of 
«+ a meaſure of ſo much conſequence.” _ « 


Is this, Gentlemen, che Sees en ene 1 there a 
gentleman in this Court who is net ready to acknowledge, in a ſuperlative 
degree, his merits, -abilities, and fidelity, and (what, in ſo eminent a ſtation, 
maſt form a particular and diſtinguiſhing feature in bis character) the diſin- 
„ which, inan 


__. 


413 


enn 2 
point him out as nm sf ee On Fs. F 


But l ſhall not attempt to delineate his character it is 700. well known to 
need any encomium from me; and, indeed, it ia my opinion that the whole 
Proprietary ought rather to feel themſelves happy in having ſuch a defender 
and aſſertor of their rights and intereſts, than to acquieſce in 3 
return for his long and faithful Tervices, Which is intended. 


- I wall only beg leave „ for his 
removal, the preſent is a very improper and ill timed juncture for the adop- 
tion of ſuch a meaſure; as, by our late advices from Bengal, there ſeems the 
greateſt reaſon to believe, that, at this moment, all diviſions may have ſub- 
ſided, and the Company's affairs have been happily ſettled, upon ſuch a per- 
manent footing as may reflect the greateſt | honour on ee ee 
anmmmnnnenn ̃˙ et PRegs;: 


In order, therefore, to teſtify my utter diſapprobation of removing Mr. 
| Sans nn mmm 


— 74 #2. 


With much eſteem I remain, ; 
. GanTLEMEN, | | 
Your very humble ſervant, | = 
_JOHN' MANSHIP. 


—_ 


To os Marais Cour of Das, y he Bal Inka Company. 


4 


GENTLEMEN, 
T meaſure of removing Warren Haſtings, Eſq. from the office of 
| Governor General, in the preſent conjuncture of the Company's affairs, 
appears to me, upon the fulleſt conſideration, ſo dangerous in its conſe- 
quehces, that I ſhould think myſelf wanting ne 1192, 
nd diſſent againſt it. Pong bei 
| Ny 


— 


— 


| [5522] * N | a 
T 2 EST : 
My reaſons for this difent ares... /. 


Finsr. Becauſe I have not been able. Adee from ena, 
the Company, that Mr. Haſtings ſtands * nr with having 
Aldobeyed the orders of che Court of Direftors, in the part which he 


2 9 
i 8 "i x 3K * * 8 
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bas taken im the Marattu Wür but on the contrafy it appears, clearly, %o 
my convition, iat the general tenour of his inſtructions from home 


have both encouraged and authorized him to proſecute that war, and to 
obtain poſſeſſion FF to have been its 
eee GAY WE Tet | 


16 inne i 72% 24 mals stone denn, 


Seen | Becauſe the acknowledged abilities and local experience of Ms. 

_ Haſtings render him better qualified, in my .humble opinion, than any 
other perſon at this criſis, to maintain the Company's political import- 
: dolor er ei e grain 
151 much Wired: en D ů 30 HD MEE 


5 05 vt mr ni cu taweibeim d. ug 67 ine „1 8 


Tnind, | ee Me-Hedings might at ens d. 
„ of, ing the vell· grounded expectations given us by our late diſ- 


Patches, of ,his, being able to conclude a. general. e eee 


powem, but at this very critical juncture it might, occaſion ſuch a con- 
 vulfion B 7 78 be fatal to che intereſt of the Company... 


FoviTH.” Becauſe, through the ſpirited and unexampled exertions "4 by 
WP the Invaſion of Heyder Alli has been ſeverely checked; 


our valuable ſettlements on the coaſt of Coromandel have been preſerved, | 


and. many important acquiſitions'obtained from our European enemies. 


Firrn. Beeauſe no man, even with the ſame talents and zeal, without 
the like experience and knowledge of the country, which Mr. Haſtings 
- poſſeſſes, could find, as he has done, the vaſt reſources neceſſary for ſuch 
| een ee, amen Hure of dee gn 
enen. ; ; 102 "vc" N San . it, 5 210 2 - „ 4 


Surrn. And laſtly, 13 8 very try- 


en difficult ſituations, Mr. Haſtings has performpdithg moſt eminent 
« ſervices 
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W Jebvanr hs ras baden of the day, by deũring the 
diſpatches lately received might be tead, which' was accordingly done after 
which he Mt corn nd as FU OE I TREES +; 


Ly i _— 


Mr. Chairman, F | : 


$060 5! 


Fi uk ae wy etl eb $017 a ARSE 
I have already explained the private intelligence which induced me fo to do. 
This intelligence has been now fully vindicated' by the official diſpatch you 
have read; but the recent reſolutions come to by the Court of Directors for 
diſmiſſing Mr. Haſtings, the principal of thoſe ſervants, to whom I wiſhed 
to offer thanks this day, renders it vain: to propoſe marks of approbation to 
a part of them, while he is no longer at the head of our fetvice, or rather 


while his relative exiſtence with reſpect to us, ſtands ſuſpended. It will 


therefore be neceſſary. on my part to new model the motion I had ivtended, 


and to make it ſb comprehenſive un to apply'$0 Ge Mipines.of the Court of | 
Directors, as well as to the intelligence we have guſt heard. 


— 4 
v 11. * 


1 ſhould riſe. under great e e eee eee 
Court of Directors, if it had been carried by numbers ſo unequal as to ſhew 
it was the general ſenſe of the Court; or if it had been determined upon 
without the exertions of undue influence; or if the Court of Directors had 
not themſelves been parties in the diſpute. But when I conſider the efforts 
which have been made from the concurring cauſes of reſentment, ambition, 


party ſpirit, and the recent interpoſition of the miniſter in a manner ſo very 
unuſual, I am ſo far from blaming the Court of Directors, or ufing any 


+ reproachful 


* 


ee diets. ed. * 
4 * 


"Ihe)l.. 
ee eweis ene e od, 


their reſblotion,> that I muſt Arnie theif virtue in withſtanding artifice, 


renipration, and authotity. applied in ſuch various ways to ſhake their ↄpinions. 
However neſpeitable,chey, weh be. an c body and as individuals, they. are- 


fil endowed with che. paſſions: of other men a. and therefore, after 4uch.a 


ſtruggle, with the bias of the opinion of the Houſe of Commons banging 
on their minds, however irtegularly this was obtained, that Ten men ſhould be 
found out of Twenty-three to oppoſe the reſolution for diſmifing Mr. Haſt- 


ings, is much more wonderful to, my mind, than that a majority of Three 


| denn op be een. Wben I confider. likewiſe thar 
the members of this reſpectable minority are not ſatisfied with giving their 
vote in the uſual way for oppoſing. the meaſure, but have alſo entered their 
| Proteſts in the manly, 1 forcible language they have uſed, repicte-with/the- 
Rrongeft reaſoning, without the ſlighteſt! tin ture of | party ſpirit, willing that 
poſterity and the whole! world ſhould: judge [of their arguments end their 
motives, I am deſirous to acquit their: brethren. of ay weakneſs they may 
have ſhewa, jo this conteſt, in favour of the incorruptible virtue which has 
appeated in their, aſſocistes. There js .agother p I: draw. from. the 


Proteſts which have heen read, and thig I ſtars yichour any jovigious com- 2 


Pariſon of men or their talents 2 that all choſe DireQors who have ſerved in 
India, who, are. intimately converſant with, che ſeen under conſideration, 
have given their opinions not only for acquining Mr. Haſtings, but in bear- 
ing teſtimony. to, his. great merit, in, thoſe e ons mich form the 

homes, 0 e e 


3 cauſe than 1 Mar dhe 
. copſciquſnels. 1 my on BY, > opal Fo 


Teds dee that I feet ariſes from. | 
of Diredtors it is from a 


bist, and as I think jt the duty of 1 zccull 
to give N 


961 BL much more als ber of 


<4 condudt is ſo . 
1 10 — 4 1 j * 0 
14 „ g N th | in the ſe . 


ments they muſt have already formed from the judicious Proteſts tliey have. 
Jnr yn, eee NN ia * | 


r yo 12 ftzo) 07 149it 6 oval to omampitieg 24 22h: 


AG 10 an. 


any thing to. the reaſons the. 
minority have already offered | ren; Faw my mind to the. 
or 0 | to ſpeak in publick. 


$20 


Te 4115 ; ; | 8 

Aden folly esse 8 n e e 
| | Poling a reſolution that ſhall militate againſt the opiniom of the Houſe of 
Commons; but, happily, the ground upon which the Court of Directors 
have choſen to diſmiſs Mr. Haſtings, enables me to oppoſe one reſolvt 
ngainſt another, and to balance the àceount. At the ſame time: it ii happy 
for us in many inſtances,” when heat and party ſpirit enter into the delibera- 
_ of that aſſembly, that their reſolutions are not to be confidered 'as 
Mr. Haſtings holds his ſituation by a legiſlative tenure, that of an 

i of parliament; and it is vain and preſumptuous in -thoſe who pretend 
Eft eee e oF: ls 


7 "FI „an 8 12 £3 Nini 4 $4 7 13 
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nie, ag hls; 
Mr. Haſtings is a ns ee 
India Company; yet ſo ſtrongly did the framers of thoſe acts of -parkament 
for regulating our affaits in India, ſee the heceſſity of holding out a table 
government to the ĩchabitants of that part of the world, that the proprietors 
were abtidged' of a principal part of their privilege, in diſplacing their 
ſervants at their pleafure'; nor Was that” prerogative given to the Crown: 
how much leſs then ſhall we allo, that'a vote of the *Hoyſe- of Coltimons 
ſhould have his 'effett, eben fopplifige it had been paſt after heuring the 
defence of the party accuſed? But Wheii we KD that the ofdinary forme of 
ding had been violated in this inſtance; chat the Select Committee, 25 
well as the Secret Comfnittee, had withbolden | their proceedings even from 
members of their ow own own body; in Kore, that the accuſed was hever heard in 
his defence; that it y Nas pretended” the Þ roceedings of the Citiniirters,” or 
the reſolutions of the houſe, ir in NN were only to be conſidered As 
the proceedings of A grand j Jury \ kiding the charge. which was afterwards to 
be rried upon the evidence to N 1. am ſtill led to hold the refolu- 
tion of the Houſe of Commo ns lighter in 'my mind, except whete the facts 
would equally have affected” we, ſu e ſuch' reſolitions had never been 


d. n Ty £3: a4: ; V3 4455 $377 
paſſe VE.» . 5 * : tte: 82 4x, 971 15 l 134 tn 
5 By ap no all the.oftive themberain bringing formed theſe bee 
N ek in parliament, I have a right to conſider * . een 
; on 


EN * 


5 — lions rods mares and if And 
reſolution of the Houſe of Commons is to have any weight on my mind, E 


am not in a fit diſpoſition to give a verdict. If I have the power of con- 
demnation or acquittal according to my vote, I muſt be left free to exerciſe 
my judgment according to the evidence that may be produced, If I am, 


not left at liberty to acquit as well as condemn, it is unfit I ſhould place | 


; myſelf i in the ſeat of juſtice, and we ought all to retire from this aſſembly. 


The vote of the Houſe of Commons therefore, ſtating, * That it is the 


duty of che Directors to diſmiſs Mr. Haſtings,” will have no other influ- 
ence on my mind, than that of inducing me more carefully to examine every 


particular before I paſs judgement on the occaſion. The eonſtitution of the 

Eaſt India Company as it is now formed, intermixed with affairs of ſtate, * - 
calls upon the Proprietors to*be more cautious in the exerciſe of the fe, 
privileges which are left to them; but it is far from calling upon us 


tamely to deſert them, or ignominiouſly to adopt the opinions of others 


s reſolutions of our on; like the decrees of the Roman ſenate, retaining the 


expreſſions and forms of the republic, when” the power had been long 
vreſted from them, and they could only be conſidered as the regiſters of 


the ſentiments of others. I wiſh to give the propoſition I ſhall offer to the | 
Court ſo calm and. deliberate a diſcuſſion, that I am deſirous of avoiding 
every thing ſharp or acrimonious z- and yet I cannot paſs in ſilence the un- 


due influence which has been attempted: to be exerciſed in cloſetting the 
Judges after the reſolutions of the Court of Directors had been tabled. I wiſh 
to hear what thoſe joyful. promulgators of the virtues of our new miniſters 
Vill ſay in excuſe for their conduct. Every one muſt remember with what 


indignation. I was treated for doubting their declarations and promiſes not to 


interfere in the management of the affairs of the Company; but I muſt ac- 


knowledge that during the ſtrongeſt doubts of their ſincerity; I never thought 


they would have proceeded to the indecent lengths which they practiſed a 
few days ago. The diſpoſition we ſhould bring into this aſſembly is to hear 
with patience, examine with impartiality, pronounce with firmneſs, 
We are upon the trial of a man who has ſerved this Company in arduous 

| fituations for many years: the honour of the Company, the property of the 


N * our * nay the honour of the nation, 
and 


* 
4. 


a 


5 aſſemblies, too frequently affected by any reverſe of fortune, and blaming their 
beſt commanders, who cannot always' command fucteſs; while, on the 


Bet | | "ae W Us 5 
und the'dlgntty of heir individual inember of this Court; — : 
decifion, We ſhould in particular guard againſt the evil effects of popular 


other hand, we are to avoid every factious attachment to particular perſoris,. | 


however ſplendid their names. Theſe ate rhe ſentiments with whiclt I: defire: 


t conſider the reſolutions of the Court of Directors before us ; and ne 
firſt remark I ſhall make vpon them is, that they deal too much in compli- 


mentary phraſes to themſelves, and keep entirely to general aſſertions, with- 
out daring to grapple with particular facts. As to the firſt remark, it in- 
duces me, in deference to their acknowledged modeſty, to belieye the reſo- 
lutions were. not drawn by themſc]ves : and, as to the. ſecond: part, there 
needs no more with a man of ſenſe to convince him that no actual charge 
could be found where ſuch powerful bodies of men, have been ſitting in ſeru- 


tiny for ſo many months, brooding over out misfartunes, and yet haveiſtated, 


nothing ſpecific, and at laſt come forth: with theſe crude, undigeſted, meli- 
fluous reſolutions, ſo full of policy, wiſdom, and good faith at the beginning, 
and ſo contrary to every rule of juſtice in the concluſion.— As the ſtntiments 
are general, and the expreſſions vague, it becomes neceſſary to ſift them, 


and force the promoters of thoſe reſolutions to join "ſve in ſome point upon 


£/ 


which we can argue, The accuſations againſt Mr. Haſtings contained in 


the reſolutions may be reduced to two heads; That he has engaged the 
Company in complicated wars and negociations; and, That he has Joſt the 
confidence of the natives. — It is his lot to meet with a ſeries of contra- 


dition in the language of his opponents: they admit he is a man of great 


ability, infinite reſource, much experience, and a perfect knowledge of the 
politics of India; and yet they tell us he is unfit to be at the head of our 
affairs in a criſis of ſuch danger as this. When you come to aſł their objection, 
they tell you his projects are too wild, and his ideas too vaſt, or in other 
words, that he is a wild projector. Gentlemen who reaſon thus annex ideas 
to the word Ability very different from thoſe which I aſſign. What I under- 
ſtand by ability is, that of applying the proper means to obtain the end 
propoſed ; to compare the dangers and me to foreſee the riſques and 

the 


— 


fe 


es ah a Ea lent cas of hore, and. 
apply every precaution to avoid thoſe accidents to which all. y 


are liable. But ro call a wild profector a man of ability, is, in my opinion, 85 
⁊ ſoleciſm in ſanguage : andl therefore the opponents of Mr, Haſtings muſt 
either tenounce their exordiums, or abandon theit charge. The Court 
of Directors have larded their introduction with every ſpecies of gentleneſi 5 
and moderation but they have baited the concluſion with gall and venom. 


It is admitted on all hands, that the general inſtructions of the Court of 
Directors were fair and peaceable z but it is not from general inſtruQions | 


we are to judge of the conduct of political ſocieties, but from their particular 
: injunctions, and the application of their rules, when applied to practice. a 
The moſt mercileſs tyrant clothes the preamble of his decrees with ſuper- - 
abundant expreſſions, of goodneſs. The late Empreſs of Ruſſia, having 
made a ridiculous declaration upon aſcending the throne, that ſhe would not 
take away the life of any of her ſubjects, and afterwarde, having occaſion ta 


exerciſe ſome feminine reſentments, begins her ſentence in theſe terms: 


„We, from our great humanity, and the affection we bear for our ſubjects, 


« would not deprive any of our ſubſects of the life which God' hath 
« beſtowed ; and taking into our Imperial conſideration the atrocious 


« of ;that death which they juſtly merited, in our tender mercies we do 
< order, firſt, that their legs and their arms be ſevered from their bodies; 


40 and after wards, that their remaining trunk be confined in a dungeon 


, Wi having declared, upon aſcending the throne of our anceſtors, that we | 


* 


| * crimes which the ſaid priſoners, A. B. and C. have committed, inſtead - 


during life.” It is ſo trite an obſervation of the parſon who preached the 


- moſt moral ſermon and. practiſed the vileſt debaucheries, and whoſe flock 


always became worſe, that I am aſhamed to mention it to this Court. 


The people, faid he, ſhould never mind what I do, but attend to what 


«* I fay.” Unfortunately for preachers of every kind, mankind attend 
much more to , what is done than what is ſaid; but if this be true in 


morals, it is infinitely more neceſſary in politics, where declarations are often 


made on purpoſe ta deceive. Let us then apply this reaſoning to the par. 


ticular orders of the Court of Directors. Unneceſſary wars and complicated 
A: eee can only apply to the Maratta wat, the war with Hyder 
Atti | D 2 | Ally, 
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Marattas, from whence all the other evils are deducible, it is certain: it 

began at Bombay, in conſequence of the ſtanding orders of the Court of 

Directors to ſeize every opportunity of gaining poſſeſſion of Salſette and Baſe - 

ſein. Their words are very ſingular; * We cannot point out the particular 

* means, but we would rather they could be obtained by purchaſe than by. 

« war,” Is not this fairly acknowledging, that if they cannot be obtained 

10 | by purchaſe, they would hazard a war to acquire them? Now, that ſuch a 

1 favourable opportunity by the convulſions at Poonah offered itſelf, when 

| | Ragobah-took ſhelter witlr us, every one muſt admit: we did not make . 

commotion; it was therefore fair, in politics, to ſeize the opportunity. 
Though we have been unfortunate in ſupporting Ragobah, I muſt ſtill 
think, with the Court of DireCtors, that his pretenſions to the- Peſhwahſhip 
were better founded than thoſe of his competitors; and upon every view of 
the ſubje&, I think the Goyernor and - Council were vindicated by their 
inſtructions, and by the general policy of ſtates, co conſidering their ſituation, . 
and the loſing ſettlement. that Bombay has hitherto proved, to enter into the 
engagements. This was the. opinion of the Court of Directors, upon being 
informed of the event. This was their opinion. ſubſequent to the treaty of 
Poorunder. It is true, that the Government General of Bengal, including = 
Mr. Haſtings, diſapproved of the treaty with Ragobah,. as impolitic and 

unjuſt; and the majority deputed Colonel Upton to make peace with the 
Marattas, which was accordingly done; but this very peace, now. ſo much 
held forth as the leading object of all our politicks in the Eaſt, was repro. g 
bated by the Court of Directors, and cenſured in terms very ſeldom uſed ta 

ſervants who are continued in authority. 


Both the Preſidencies of Bombay and Bengal, are directed © to ſeize the 
« ſlighteſt pretence of provocation from the Maratta ſtates,” or * the 
<« ſmalleſt article of noncompliance in their engagements, to break the 
« treaty of Poorunder, and to conclude a treaty with Ragobah, on the 
« terms formerly agreed upon,“ which, ſay they, * are entirely conſonant 
to our own ideas.” After ſuch inſtructions as theſe, how it is poſſible for 

the fame body of men who ſigned them, or at leaſt the ** part, to 

impute 


Aa 
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my comprehenſion.” But this is not my opinion only; it eee 
| 6pinion of the Houſe of Commons, who ſay, in their Reſolutions 


5 «36. That it appears that the Court of Directors, by their lertets- to- 


Bengal. of gth February, and to Bombay of 16th April, 1777. manifeſted 


ſome diſſatisfaction at the terms. of the treaty of. Poorunder, as it had not 
procured for the Company the ſurrender of Baſſein, and gave very ſtrong 
encouragement to both Preſidencies, to ſeize the lighteſt pretence of * 
| EPP | 


4 17, That-it appears that the propeitions of the Governor Giterat, 
recorded on the 26th January 1778, were evidently founded on theſe ſenti- 

ments of the Court of Directors, contained demands on the Maratta. 
adminiſtration greatly exceeding the conditions of the treaty of Poorunder, 
| und opened the fr deſign of ſending a-detachmene from e. tothe 
Malabar coaſt.” * | E fo 


- By reading thoſe 3 it may be. aedged that I am willing to give 
I weight to the. reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, when they operate for - 
the opinion I would ſupport ; but deny them the ſame conſequence when 


they apply againſt me. To obviate this, I muſt here obſerve, that thoſe 


reſolutions reſpecting the Directors were paſſed unanimouſly ; that they are 2 
founded not in deduction or inference, where men can differ in opinion, . but 
ſtated as intonteſtable facts, chapter and verſe, from the records of the 
Company. Neither were they ever controverted by. any of the Directors 
then ſitting in Parliament when they paſſed, and ſome of them were mem- - 
bers of the very Committees who drew the reſolutions; whereas that 
reſpecting Mr. Haſtings was warmly oppoſed. A man's own evidence may 

be taken againſt himſelf, and yet there is no one, denying that 


aer, when it applies againſt others. 


| The Committees of the Houſe of PO were nec; hoſtile to Mr. 
Haſtings, and drew their principal information from the bittereſt enemy they = 
ue have examined, « where wounds of deadly hare W a ſo deep.“ 
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ls quite, as One, upon th e e ee, 
vileges of this General Court will depend: The Houſe of Commons bas 
Extended its finger beyond the ſphere of its authority, to try the pülſe 
of the Proprietors, When I remember the caſe of Lord Strafford, my mind 

is fortified to make our ſtand here He too was proſecuted by the Council 
of York, the Trim Parliament, and the Engliſh Houſe of Commons, with 
enemies equally keen and nb to direct the ſhafts of their malice; par- 
ticular charges could not be proved, and general charges were adopted. 


When the King yielded his conſent to the bill of attainder, he declared to the 


world his own itifignificance, and the little dependance there could be placed 


upon him, and, in ſome meaſure, he ſigned his own death We If we. 
ſubmit to this mandate of the Houfe of Commons, where our own convic- 


tion does not follow, we ſhall equally ſtand contemptible, and merit the 


alienation of our rights, which muſt ſoon follow. Mr. Haſtings has been | 
tried by the Secret Committee, the Select Committee, and the Houſe of 

Commons, and is now purſued by the miniſter. What the hiſtorian ſays « of 
Lord Strafford, future ages may apply to him, if this yote (contrary to my 


belief) ſhould paſs againſt bim: «+ Thus were drawn forth upon the ſtage 


8 of the world the united efforts of three kingdoms againſt the ſingle refiſt- 


4 ance of one man, unprotected by power, unaſſiſted by counſel, unpre. 
<c meditate in reply; yet as far as Juſtice, truth, or reaſon had any weight, he 
« appeared infinitely. ſuperior to them.” Such is the zudgement of future 
ages upon that tranſaction, which coſt that ſtateſman his life: let us be- 
ware we are not included in a ſimilar reproach, by yielding our Judgements 


to the authority of others, where it is notorious' men were biafſed:i in the. de- | 


termination, and that ſeveral of the judges were looking to enjoy the v 


offices they were to render vacant by their votes. I think we have had ex- | 


amples enough of the effects of that narrow ſpirit which ſuppoſes that no 
merit can exilt except in thoſe who are connected with their party. We 


recalled Admiral Rodney in the moment of his triumph; we have made 
other i hanges at home and abroad: but mankind ſeem now to be waked 


from chuir delirium; atxl to ſce the bad effects of ſuch a conduct, and the 


un of ſuch empty boaſters. Let us give an example to che world, that, i 18 
13348 T X | | _ This 
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1 of alben coakelion and charlatanery, the. Baſt n 
Hape retained, the jut cxerale df their underſtaading. and. that whoever-has.. 
ſerved them faich fully ay depend upon a fair and candid trials, hot would | 
ey eyer bo ſo fat ſhak en by! misfortune; p3,to-commir injuſtice... Is is clear 
to every mam who has conſiiberedi this ſubject, that the/ misfortunes of the 
i Company come from che convention of Worgam, therinvalion- ee 
eee ene e 
ee e nen en e th nt Hey. 
0 will any.. mans, riſe; hte impate. any of nn Mr. 
Weg or, will any man ſay he has not ufd every means in his power to 
remedy. the evils ſpringing from them? I bave not learnt ſuch an accuſation. 
from any of his ſoes. When you preſs. them cloſe on the ſubject, they tell 
yon of the, Rohilla war, and che late tranſaction with Cheyt Sing Wich 
e to the Rohilla war, I cannot allow | that to come under conſideration; 17 
Mr. Haſtings has been tried, cenſured, and forgiven by * Proprictors more 
than ſix years paſt—His Majeſty*s miniſters have twice filled up the name 
of Governor, General in two ſeveral acta of parliament fince that tranſaftion.: 
with the name of Haſtings, and they have ſanRified by their apptobation all N 
| the ſubſequent letters from the Court of. Diredtors, kt would be more crvel, 
can the execution of Sir Walter Raleigh, who had only a pardon by impli-- 
cation; yet how- do mankind ſhudder ar that tranſaction? Reſpecting the 
_- -exrraordinary ſubſidy of. Five Lacks demanded from Cheyt Sing, which has, 
been condemned by the Houſe of Commons and the Court. of Directors, 1 
am convinced their ſentence has proceeded from not underſtanding. the 
nature of the Mogul Government. The Proprietors, will obſetve that the 
ſovereignty of Benares is in the Company. The tribute is ſettled 10 a peace 
eſtabliſhment. The terms reſtraining; further demands are in their nature 
limited to that ſituation. Where the exigencies of the ſtate demand further ſup... 
plies, the ſupreme power muſt have authority to tequire them.. It is the only 
mode of lay ing a farther tax in Indoſtan; and a man might as well plead a grant 
from the Crown for paying a pepper corn to exempt him from the land tax. 
as Cheyt Sing hold up the grant of his zemindary to exempt him from the ge- 
neral contribution. tee e mee as Pente of his. 
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e alles eee tent: we are bia imme- 


diate ſovereigns as repreſentatives of the Nabob Vizier, and we demand a 


ax in conſequence of our being the Goyernment. I grant that this, as well 


as every other power lodged in the ſupreme authority, is liable to abuſe, and 


it is our duty ſtrictly to examine. The queſtion is, Whether neceſſity vin- 


dicated the contribution which was aſked? or, Whether it was exorbitant? 
-or in ſhort, Whether the diſcretional prerogative was wantonly or oppreſlively . 


.applied ? In my conſcience, I think the five lacks the Rajah refuſed to pay 
was not only reaſonable but moderate, conſidering the extent of the pro. 


vince: what happened ſubſequent, by enforcing this contribution, I have 


not minutely examined. We all know that 'military'execution is the only 
mode of enforcing even the payment of rents in that country. It is cruel to 
try a man upon the quiet ſcenes of peace, ſitting in a cool corner four thouſand 


leagues diſtant from the theatre of action. Hiſtorians think Marſhal Turenne 
unpardonable for burning the Palatinate ; and yet the wiſeſt officer and the 


moſt humane man thought it neceſſary. I 'do not here pretend to give any 


judgment upon the late advices reſpecting Cheyt Sing they have not been 
laid before us, neither do they form any part of the preſent accuſation. What 
I am throwing out is only to prevent gentlemen from forming haſty opinions 
till they hear the whole matter; but ſo far 1 muſt obſerve, as ſomewhat very 
ſtrange in judicial proceedings, that this affair of Cheyt Sing, which the 


opponents of Mr. Haſtings endeavour to lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon, came 


to their knowledge after rheir reſolution to condemn him had paſſed; neither 


have they choſen to include it as the cauſe of the preſent reſolutions of the 


Court of Directors now under our deliberation. But granting that Mr. 
Haſtings was poſſeſſed of that vaſt ambition and reſtleſs mind which his 


adverſaries have lately imputed to him, it does not follow from thence that 
he ought to be removed at this particular period, when the ſcene of action 


is ſo complicated and extended, that the greateſt genius might find ſufficient 
_ Exerciſe. By proving that a man is unfit for ſcenes of peace, it by no means 
follows that he is unfit to conduct the operations of an extenſive war. We 
know, in the hiſtory of our own country, that the greateſt character it has 


produced declared himſelf unkit for the buſineſs of peace. The great Duke 
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yet, hen the fire, of London confounded and amazed this great city, he 
was armed with' a ſpecies of diftatorial power. When the Dutch inſultedd 
our coaſts, be was found the fitteſt man to chaſtiſe them; and when 
be las A W e Dew 


er ee of Up Gore of indo, e de boon; arid 
by. ſome falſe friends, to deſert the ground on on Which alone their own con- 
dug. can be juſtified z namely, by maintaining that the orders they ſent re- 
{peQting  Ragobah, and rhe rreary of Poorunder, and the refolutiao. of 
retaining Salſette and Baſſein under every circumſtance, | was wiſe, politic, 
and proper, at the time the orders were iſſued ; and that nothing but a N 
of unforeſeen e have fruſtrated their views. So L think the 2 
miniſters and their $ equally weak in their conduct, f in condemning ng the 
| Court of Direftors for the lettets they ſent, Which, we muſt Tuppole, 0 
the ſancklon of their approbation, as all letters ure Mid before cher 
We are told the national hondur hav bern loft” by not fulfilling the com- 
vention of Worgaiti; by ſening the Guntoor Stteat, and ſtopping the 
tribute payable to the Niratn; bur in the name of juſtice I demand, whethet 
any man will accuſe Mr, Haſtings as being the author of any ef thöſe acts; 
and whether any man will now riſe up in the Court and ſay; if he had been 
in che ſmtuation of Mr. Haſtings, he would have confirmed-che articles of that 
convention ? No doubt, every breach: of promiſe by which you gain, though 
impelled by force,. is diſagreeable: to: the human mind, and {caves a painful 
reflection ; eſpecially in war, whete we are in the ſituation to force and to be 
forced, and therefore conſtraint cannot violate a militury engagement like 
thoſe of eivil life. But the queſtion. turns upon the old diſpute, how far 
delegates are permitted to engage. The moſt approved writers on the lam 
of nations do not think the Romans were wrong in the conduct they held 
dpon the ſubmiſſion of theif army #t the Caudin' Potlis; and if," as Þ have 
been told; and as Mr. Haſtings was-afſured'by General Carnac; that before 
he entered into the engagement with the Maratta Chiefs, he had-acquainted 
them he had no authority to bind his principals to the extent they demanded, 
Rf ouan aaa „ But it is to be 
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xembered, that the other Wenig tbl Supreine Council were equally 


ready to declare, they would not fulfil the convention * Worgam; | 1 this 
opinion Mr. Francis was as tray as Mr. Haſtings.” 4 Mt 0p 


- Le : 4 1414 CF . ah 
rt 44 41501 Dun iin t. It Zn V of Anni THO 


"ag am far from n any reflection on this chval to br Haſt- 
| ings. Whoever wiſhes to ſee a diſplay of human genius in the greateſt extent, 
bas only to read the minutes of both thoſe Gentlemen: there is nothing 
which has come within my knowledge that does greater honour to the hu- 
man mind; and every one muſt lament, that ſuch uncommon abilities 
could not have been united for the benefit of their ir country. And here it 
muſt ever be remarked, that in judging of the execution of the ſebemmes of 
Mr. Haſtings, we muſt always make allowance, that the oppolition'of Mr. 
Francis operated like a drag chain upon all his plans. No doubt ſuch _ 
union in the Supreme Council muſt have had the moſt baneful effects upon | 
the officers of the Eaſt Iudia Company, as well, as On our foreign connections, 
When matters proceeded to ſuch inveterate lengths, it is in vain to ſuppoſe | 
that the conſequences were not moſt fatal to our affairs; and the turn they 
have taken ſince unanimity was eſtabliſhed at that board, muſt make the 
obſervation. more forcible. Diſſention in times of peace, by, obliging a 
thorough examination into every ſubject, and forcing men to yield to each 
other, is often productive of that juſt medium or compoſition from whence 
the order of good government is dedueed. But in time of war it muſt ever 
prove deſtructive, and much more ſo in ſo ſmall a cabinet as that of Bengal, 
poſſeſſing both the legiſlatiue and executive authority, and in à country 
founded on the principles of deſpotiſm. © This is ſo apparent, that the moſt | 
jealous and the freeſt people have made it a part of their inſtitutions, ro 
deliver their defence - inte the hands . a Rae ork tines of ſect! 
exigoncies. | a | tha py: 


We hangs 9 mam in. Ha a 1 a ah our clin 
tunes to the diſſentions in our Supreme Council; and yet, when we have got 
the unanimity we have been deprecating ſo often, and begin to. feel the good 
effects upon the very firſt news in conſequence, when the drooping ſtock 
eh . Ten per cent, it is at that moment we reſolve to change our 
a 8 4 councils, 


 countils, againſt the g 


come, without even waiting acfurcher-difparch to know the ſucceſs or diſap- 
Polatment of the important meaſures vhich are on the point of coneluſion. 


Ow) 


Eran; det ares: 
— — to! ſow! the Jeeds of diſcord for years to 


Theſe are the mtaſures ſd replete with policy, wiſdom; and moderation. 


How this laſt. term came to creep into the reſolutions: of the Houſe of 


Cominont, reſpetting the cunduct of the Eaſt India Company, and why the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland;fhould! chuſe the exatt peridd: of the treaty of 
Allahabad to celebrate this virtur, after we hid compriaed lands within our 
dominion about five times as big as Great Britain, 1 Pape dtex 


rn pe 1 1 ae ſweet a.  requjem in fu | 


rure times , wer can 1 I ay. wheth we. are to act as principals or allies jn,the | 
quarrels'of the country powers z 1 nor can any, man lay down ſuch": a 2M 

Une of e four thouſand leagues diſtant from the ſcene of action. All 
I can ſay,as my on opinion is, char we ought not ts be the geen, ind 
to avoid war i if poffible 'Y bot none can, determine the moment for action bur 
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the Council we entruſt L 1 g the powers of government t upon the ſpot. Pe- f 


ventive meaſures in pol tics are \ofren the wiſeſt, and their juſtice, depends 
upon the provocation phich is _ given, To reſtrain our arms until ſome 
overt hoſtility, i is committed, ,would be as wiſe 3 as that. Chriſtian reſolution 
reſpedting an oppolite, part of "the, globe, The /ingereſts' of the contend- 
ing powers in India ar .now. ſo complicated, that it is beyond the reach 
of ordinary un ndin mprehend them. ' Ir is yery lately we bare 
been made acquainted with the, 2 1 of the Maratta government. Two 
of, the. ableſt men, Mr. ( Orme and Mr « Dow, who 1 — ritten concerning 
the affairs af, the Eaſt, boch of them | men, of. great k kn nowledge, . who have, 
ſerved, i in the countries concerning which they write, wn are both as re- 
markable for their inquilitive, turn of mind as. for the elegance. of their dic- 
tion and ſublimity of their ſentiments, have fallen i into great miſtakes” re- 
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, . he is 
blamed by many, and particularly for hin treaty, with the Ranah of Gohuds 


All I can ſay in anfwer: tai ſuch accuſations is this: Shalh we truſt to the 
knowledge of: Mr. Haſtings, or to our on weak judgements; in matters 
where the ſcale of power ſeems ſo nicely balanced that fe thouſand men 
will turn it? We find, in our own;perilous ſituation, that we-bave been forced 
to conolude a treaty with the Landgrave of Heſfe tu furniſ men for Amr. 
rica, which might have; been. confidered: by! (perſons; im Hengal an: BH art 
extraordinary, Judging'ob. We Gi I rege . e 
en ſupply. FFF 


In determining upon a point of this batte, 1 aſk if Me. Haſtings bad 
any intereſt in deceiving himſelf, as to the beſt. means of extricating t the 
government entruſted to his care from the perils that, ſofrounded 1 
you admit he is a man of ability, and has ng inte ereſt iu doing wrong, Tam 
candid enough to conclude and believe he has done the belt. a Nan of his 

projects are vaſt, and beyond the contrivance'of an ordinary man; but botk 
5 which have been reprobated the moſt when firſt p ropoſed, haye ſuc- 
ceeded in the end; witneſs Colonel Goddard's march t to 5 and Co 
Popham's attack of Gualliar, and che ſubſequent expedition into the dem 
nions of Mahdajee Sindia. I freely acknowledge, that the 'propolition fe.” 
; ſpecting both would have ſtaggered me; but great minds often form ſchemes 
in the operations of war which ſtartle men of common underſtandings. 
When Scipio propoſed to carry his army into the dominions of the Cartha- 
ginians, inſtead of conducting them to Italy to meet Hannibal, the thought 
was new and extraordinary; but the Senate had confidence in the wiſdom of 
Scipio; it was he that projected the enterprize, and he was the man to exe- 
eute it the ſucceſs is known to all of us. In like manner, if J had been to 
judge of the arguments pro and con, before the attack of the dorninions of 
Mahdajee Sindia, I ſhould perhaps have thought the meaſure too Hazardous; 
but Mr. Haſtings has vindicated his ſentiments, both by the victories of the 
troops, and the conſequences he foretold of inducing Sindia, the General 'of 
the Maratta army, and the principal Chief in their confederacy, to the . 
Peace, as ſoon as his own hereditary en attacked. ne 


The 


t 


The refhlr wilt probibly be a general petet t in di Müritz fits 
chndogk bir medhkstiön. Fe wat upon this enpediien Mir. Ffaftrgs was fo 
eontidetir;, chur He riſe boch His Rift" ati His forcons; and it Was perhaps 
| . . 
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th jddetia.s which! we 8 e e to Mr 
: Haſtings or Mr. Fraricisy a> fitteſt for the management of our' affaifs-ih the 
preſent cohjubure,/ T will only refer the Proprietors to their different 
minutes upon receiving the nes of our diſaſter om the coaſt: of Coromandel: 
Upon information of an event that: was ſuſfitient td damp: the ſpirits of the 
moſt determined; the ſoul of Mr. Haſtings ſeems to have riſen ſuperior 
to the occaſion. With an afdor for the glory of his country, with a zeat foi 
 the- proſperity of your affaire, with a perſpieuity in the detail, and #-fobs 
limity of ſentiment in the preamble, he dictated a minute which! wil ever do 
him the greateſt honour, propoſing to ſend ſuck inſtant relief in men and 
money, and à General to command the forces who could reſtore confidence 
to the troops; and notwithſtanding. the inclemency of the ſeaſon, he carried 
his deſign. into execution, unimpeded by a cool, prudential,” penurious com- 
ment from Mr. Francis, turning all the reſponfibility upon the Governor 
General, and taking the chance of merit in the contingencies # human 
events. If Mr. Haſtings boldly accepted e and ſent forth 
the ſuceours which ſaved ſo principal a ſettlement as Madras, and revived 
the drooping ſpirits of you beaten” troops, will you deny Kin m the merit of 
ſo: glorious an action? or allow the man who would have dealt out your 
treaſures with the prudence of a miſer, upon an emergency of ſueh moment, 
c ruin kis reputation; and efſcet his retioval before the cateer of Nis gl 
is complete, n. to honourable. terms. of 


peace ? | | 
That tie its piblzect which the laſt diſpatches da I maintain; and 


that the exertions for relieving the Carnatic have been beyond the belief of 


the moſt ſunguine friend Mr. Haſtings" has on earth; and far erteeding the 
* Low nary of his W every one is ready to admit; yet ſome 
__ whiſpers 


hm abroad even andere from, his Praiſe in this de, 
Though he acquaints you, and the letter is ſubſcribed þy the other members 
of t the government, .that Fifty- five Lacks are actually received from Oude, 
| and One hundred and ſeven Lacks already fent to Madras,” and Fiye Lacks | 
per month promiſed for bills on Bengal; yet we are told to give no.credit to 
ſuch aſſertions ; and a letter from Bombay, where it is impoſſible they can 
be acquainted with the tranſactions of Bengal, is held up againſt this firſt 
and beſt authority. With regard to the concluſion of peace with the Ma- 
rattas, I admit that the letter from Bombay creates ſome doubt on that 
article; but when it is accurately conſidered, this vii rv e 
ſtrengthen the accounts from Bengal than to ſhake their authority. Th 
public letter from Bengal is dated April 8, 1782; the private letter, or 
Lacedemonian epiſtle to Mr. Sullivan, which I have read to the Court, 
containing as many ſentences as words, is dated the 13th of April i the 
ſioop left Calcutta the 1th. The letter from Mr, Anderſon to the Council 
of Bombay is dated the 23d of March. In this letter Mr. Anderſon ſtates, 
chat the only obſtruction to ſigning che treaty of peace with the Marattas 
was the arrangement reſpecting the lands formerly ceded to -Fattee' Sung 
about Amadavad, concerning which, 'Sindlis as ſent te Poohahi for further 
00 $5 tic Aulickgnae Mt ar L 1 01} r 
1 Vo on dear Friend, 1 5 Willem, April 13, 5x0. l 
* 1 Aae . be TatisfaQtion, The general letter contains all.” A new ſcene has 
opened on the coaſt, the French and Hyder united. T hope, and expect ſoon, to fee all the powers' 
in India united againſt them. Mr, Anderſon is confident. Our advices from Poona, Nangpoor, 
and Hyderabad, are equally favourable. We ſhall make no advances this year for the inveſtment, 
but that already provided will, with the ſubſcription fund, be more than ſufficient for the next. 
year's tômnage. I am promiſed a regular remittance by bills to Madras, of five lacks monthly. 
This will be almoſt equally a relief to Madras and Bengal. Here, in Benares, in Oude, all our 
affairs proſper, 1 can anſwer for this. Goverument.—Its exertions ſhall equal your moſt ſanguine 
wilhes z and I have no fear for their effects, where we direct them. — NP boar bed, gs 
but a very few years of peace will retrieve them. . 
a « Your ſon is well. Adieu. — þ *28* 


oy 


os Your's ever, 
(Signed) WARREN HAS TIN GS. 
« p. 8. we have news that the Northumberland arrived at Vizagapatam on the zd inſtant, having 
left the Magnanime, Sultan, ſeven Indiamen, and the Tartar, on the 25th of March, three days 


ſail to the ſouthward of Madras. It is private intelligence, 2 
to watt for better authority. IS W. H. 
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inftru8cns ; bur Mi. Aden fs he does not believe it will impede the = 


| general treaty. Mr. Haſtings, Mr. Macpherſon; and Mr. n , j 
chat peace is either concluded, LR vl borer ines" + OOO: Sh? 
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The queſtion turns, whether Mr. Anderſon's letter of the 23d of March, 
4 the camp near Gullear, can be ſuppoſed later than what Mr. Haſtings 
muſt have received before the e ol the ſloop, which brought he oe | 
patch to Buſſora ? "ST 0 


On examining thoſe acquainted with the country it appears, ts the Z 
account from Mr. Haſtings muſt have been the lateſt, and that his informa- 


© tion concerning the ſtate of the negociation mult be moſt authentic. | 


It the intelligence from-Bogilny:iand: Bengal contradicted. av in 25% 


there would be more room for heſitation on the propitious views which our 
affairs preſent; but as they only differ immaterially upon the ſtate of the 
negociation, and the aceounts from Mr. Haſtings being the lateſt and the 
| beſt, we are bound to give them credit. Still, I admit there is an awful 
ſuſpence, in ſo critical a ſituation as the diſtreſſes of our affairs on the coaſt 
of Coromandel preſent,” between even the agreement and ſigning of a treaty 
of ſuch; conſequence. - But when we conſider, in aid of our other intel- 
ligence, that Hyder Ally himſelf had made private overtures of peace ta 
Sir Eyre Cote, even after the French had appeared upon the coaſt of Coro- 
mandel, which is. an undiſputed fact, I would truſt to his judgment, both as 
to the ſituation of his own affairs, and the ſtorm which is preparing to burſt 
on him, by the general FRI mentioned in Mr. Haſtings's 3 Ne. 
rather than any other authority. 


If, as the Gazette ſays, the Weber bse left the coaſt W 
and gone to the Mauritius, 1 mould have no doubt in delivering my opinion 
that we were our of imminent danger; but I cannot find authority to vindi- 
cate this aſſertion in the Gazette. The arrival of the Sultan and Magna- 
nime, with their reinforcements and ſtores, -is a very fortunate event; and 
the march of Sir Eyre Coote's army in conſequence, which we learn ente A 
* left Madras the 33th, forcbodes favourable circumſtances, | 


* 
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Maar es at all tienes unceftain z but as far ag ve gre permite 
ted to lock into futuxity, our affairs wear an aſpect which nane durſt have 
foretold, before the. arrival of the la packet, I hape the ſame bountiful 
diſpoſition of Providence, which has ſo often ſaved the Company, will be 
extended towards us upon this occafion; and that we ſhall not be wanting 
in gratitude to the individuals who have diſplayed fuch talents in the ſtrug- 
gle, amongſt the firſt of whom I place Mr. Haſtings ; and ae eue 


om. 7 8 


1 A T it appears to this Coyrt, fram inconteſtible evidence drawn 

from the records of the Company, and ſupported by the unanimous : 
opinion of the Houſe of Commons, that the war in which we are now en- 
gaged with the Mahrattas, „ was evidently founded on the ſentiments of 
the Court of Directors, conveying demands on the Mahratta adoviniſtrg- 
tion greatly exceeding the conditions of the treaty of Pogrunder; which 
« ſentiments of the Court of Directors opened the firft deſign of ſending a 
« detachment from Bengal to the Malabar: coaſt ;“ and that conſequently it 
would be the height of injuſtice to lay the blame of that war, or the evils 
which have flowed from it, upon Mr. Haſtings, when it appears, „ that the 
« diſſatisfaction the Court of Directors expreſſed at the treaty of Poor- 
« under, in their letters to Bengal of the 5th of February, and to Bombay 
« of the 16th of April, 1777, gave the ſtrongeſt encouragement to both 
ct preſidencies to ſeize the ſlighteſt pretence of provocation from the mini- 
« ſters of the Mahratta ſtates to renew their engagements with Ragobah.” 
Neither have the meaſures adopted by Mr. Haſtings, in conſequence of ſuch 
inſtructions, ever received the ſlighteſt cenſure from the faid Court of Direc- 
tors; in conſideration whereof, it is now recommended to the Court, of 
Directors to, reſcind their late reſolution reſpeRing the removal of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. Governor General of Bengal; more eſpecially as it appears to 
this Court that, according to the laſt official, diſpatches trom Bengal, dated 
the 8th April, 1782, the proſpect of peace with the Mahrattas was then 
propitious, becauſe it ſeemed to be wiſhed for by all the Mahratta ſtates ; 


becauſe hoſtilities with, them had ceaſed. for many months, and that a peace 
had 


I» 3 


had n Nm. ati ect 
chiefs of that confederacy ; and further, that the Government General of 
Bengal were uſing every means in their power to effect a general pacification.; 
and that the conduct of the ſaid Government General, tending to produce a 
general pgcification, or to unite" and ſupport by powerful reſources a general e 
| 'confederacy of the country powers to defeat the combination of Hyder 
Ally and the French, (ſuppoſing the ſaid Hyder Ally ſhall not accept of the 
reaſonable terms of accommodation which have been offered to him in con- 
ſequence of his propoſals for peace) merits the warmeſt approbation of this 
Court; and that therefore it would be evidently injurious to the intereſts of 
| the Company and the nation to remove any of thoſe principal ſervants. of the 
Company, now . diſcharging their duty with ſuch uncommon exertions, 
ability, and unanimity, or to ſhake the authority repoſed in them by the 
_ Legiſlature and the Company, at a period ſo critical, when the proſperity of 
the Britiſh intereſts in India will depend, in a great meaſure, on the confi- 
ome e 2609 io Oe 
General ef Bengal.” 5 | 
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but I fit down in confidence, that others of the Proprietors, much more 
able than myfelf, will ſupply thoſe defects. However, if I find that any | 
Wwe ha hare eee e topos; Nr wa 
„„ AO A TORIAE, Hee | 
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| Mr, 1 Switch junior fuld, 

* That he ſhould have ariſen with much reluctance to enter into the di. 
cuſſion of the deliberate reſolves of a number of gentlemen to whom the 
management of our affairs had been intruſted, and who were poſſeſſed of 
abilities neceſſary to the inveſtigation, had not the reſult of their deliberatiqns 
been marked with the ſtrongeſt features of „ D 
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w 2 misfortune t our ſervants it India rn of Leudenhatk 
| Airger had too frequently. been made the errors of our ſervants abroad. Such. . 


tad: been their firuation—quidyaid Udivant roger pleBlunter" Arbivi. 97 


He eonjuſed the Proprietors to recollect the Gituation of our 5 
General, the unfortunate diſſentions in council which had clogged er 
L and abilities which might have bers more beneficial to his country. | 


I, ſays he, 2 a few ertors in the adrnibiliration of u. 
compi ssd hy eg f gevertiineit, in a country where the natives know no 
rules but the ſword, acknowledge no ſuperior but the hand of power, untl 
where allegiance. alove h foſtered by ide appesrases ef fägeun let s bot 
view them through the Jaundiced optic of recrimination: let us rather remem - 
ber his faithful ſervices, applaud his zeal, admite his virtues, emulate his- 


integrity; da en en 15 ee l ergebe apt: aden. | 
nature. | 


- He e. into. a diſcuſlion of the Nies of che Cet of Directors. 
ſhewed that they were inconſiſtent with the orders they. had given to their 
Coutt : when they had :expreſfſed any diſapprobation of the Mahratta war; 
that he was confirmed in his opinion that they had no ꝓroof or delinqueney 
againſt. Mr. Haſtings, by the able and nervous proteſts of the Directors; that 
if they had, they had acted very unwiſely in taleing weak ground when they 
might have availed themſelves of ſtronger that by the late advices from 
India, our affairs were in a very flouriſhing way compared with what they had 
been, owing to the great exertions of the Governor General; that it was 
abſolutely neceſſary that the Court ſhould have ſome facts laid before them 

to form their opinion, as the inducements of the Directors to criminate their 
ſervants in Tadia were fo ſtrong as to render them improper umpires in the 
buſineſs; for if blame was imputable, it was to thoſe who iſſued the 
orders, and not to their ſervants; quoted ſeveral, pallages i in their letters to 
Bengal fo late as May and December, 158r, where they approved in the 
ſtrongeſt terms of the conduct of their Governor General, &c, &c. &c. 
; that 


1 | 


bil de . che moſt 8 8 "OOF 
impolicy of recalling at this critical period on the eve of peace, a perſon ſo 


| Well acquainted with che different intereſts, views, intrigues, and cabals of the 8 


contendiag powers : deſired to know whether it was poſſible that avy- man 
feat from hence. who, however able, would not be poſteſſed of this neceſlary | 
information, could immediately take the thread of negociation into which 
Mr. Haſtings had entered, with that proſpect of ſucceſs which we had great 
reaſon to expect while it remained in the preſent able hands, that therefore 
OO e CORE , f 
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„eigen wake Wt ch Sl line 
detail of the political tranſackions of Bengal fince Mr. Haſtings ſpececded to 
the government in 1772. He obſerved, that Mr. Haſtings had promiſed 
| See 4 Nele Use thi EI. f MIA RAC Belles 4 

ſhould always have had his ſupport, fince he revered his abilities and other 
great qualities. He lightly touched upoh the Rohilla war; he dwelt opon 
the macch of the detachment acraſs Ihdia; he obferved,' it had” been 
eleven months on its march; he adverted to the propoſed treaty with Mood- 
ajee Booſla, and aſſerted, that Mr. Haſtings had by that meaſure loſt the 


confidence of the Nizam : he admitted the truth of the Honourable Gover- 


nor's remarks reſpecting the countenance given by the Directors to Ragoba. | 
He blamed the compromiſe by money for the. march of Colonel Pearſe's 
detachment to Madras, after they had been ordered to cut their way againſt 
all oppoſition. He ſlightly mentioned the buſineſs of Benares; and con- 
eluded by ſaying, that he ſupported che relabutiogs en the chair · 
man for che date of N. bebe | 


Mein See doe oof, e 
x Nies, Mr. b 


think have been miſtaken or miſrepreſented by the worthy: Deputy; 
ada had na convinced. r 
F 2 that 
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chat! Mr. Haſtings did engage in the year, 1772 to 3 a pacific ſyſtem, . 
and upon a plan of the moſt rigid economy. This, Sir, he fully perform- 
ed, with what perſeverance every man who then ſerved in India muſt know. 
When he, arrived in Bengal, the bonded debt was 130 lacks, and the Com- 
pany had been drawn upon juſt before for above a million ſterling. This 
debt was contracted, and- theſe drafts were made, in conſequence of our. 
improvident foreign connections; by which above three hundred thouſand 
pounds annually were exported from Bengal from 1766 to 1770, in order 
to pay the troops ſtationed beyond the banks of the Carumnaſſa. Mr. 

Haſtings therefore wiſely determined to bring all our troops within the pro—- 
vinces, and he wrote that letter to the Directors which the worthy Deputy has 
quoted; but, in conſequence of the invaſion of Rohilcund by the Marattas, 
Sir Robert Barker took upon himſelf to order the brigade ſtationed at 
Patna to advance to Benares. A treaty was concluded between Sujah 
Dowlah and the Rohillas, of which Sir Robert Barker, on the part of 
the Engliſh, was the guarantee. Thus, Sir, were we neceſſarily involved 
in foreign connections, unleſs to avoid them we would have allowed the 

Marattas to ravage the country of our ally the Vizier. What then did 
Mr. Haſtings do? He took care that the foreign connection ſo formed 
ſhould be a ſource of wealth to Bengal, not a pernicious drain for the 
ſpecie that was left in it. Sir, the pay of a third of our army has been 
diſcharged from 1773 to this day by the Sovereign of Qude, in conſequence 
of the treaty of Benares. Ninety lacks in ſpecie came to Calcutta in 
canſequence of it. By this treaty, and by the ceconomical arrangements 
formed in Bengal, in the two firſt years of his government, was Mr. Haſtings 
enabled to pay off the bond debt. If Mr. Haſtings had obſerved that 
pacific ſyſtem which the worthy Deputy mentions, Bengal could not have 
been reſtored to a ſtate of affluence for many years to come. The worthy 
Deputy has bur lightly mentioned the Rohilla war;; I ſhall not therefore go ; 
into that ſubject : ſuffice it to ſay, that it was founded on a breach of 
treaty, and the Eaſt India Company certainly benefited by it. When the 
Supreme Council arrived in 1774, there was peace in India.” What- 
ever unfortunate diſagreemeats ſubſiſted in the Supreme Council, our own 
provinces, and the dominions of our . the Vizier, enjoyed perfect tran» 
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quilliry; and — until the peace of Indis was diffurbed ths 
capture of Salſette from the Marattas, and the treaty concluded in March, 


— 


1775, with Ragoba by the Preſidency of Bombay. The Supreme Council 


unanimouſly diſapproved of that treaty. Mr. Haſtings called it unautho- 


rixed, impolitic, inexpedient, and unjuſt: but as the faith of the Com- 


pany was pledged to Ragoba by gentlemen whom Ragoba thought had a right 
to pledge it, Mr. Haſtings was not for annulling it unconditionally. The 


majority of the Supreme Council however, in compliance with the ſtrict 


letter of the Company's inſtructions, which were to preſerve peace in 
India,” determined to conelude a treaty with the miniſterial party at all 
events. I beg it may be underſtood that 1 do not preſume to ſay, the | 
gentlemen of Bombay acted wrong in taking Salſette, and concluding their 
firſt treaty with Ragoba, much leſs that the Court of Directors were 
to blame for approving of their conduct; but all parties will agree, 
if the Court of Directors had adopted the meaſures of the Supreme 
Council, if they had ſupported their own inſtructions, and had repro- 
bated the conduct of the gentlemen at Bombay, we ſhould not have 
had a ſecond Maratta war. Inſtead of ſupporting their orders to Bengal 


in their obvious ſenſe, the Directors warmly approved the treaty concluded. 


with Ragoba; they expreſſed their determination to keep all the territories. 
ceded to them by that unfortunate prince; they highly diſapproved the 
interference of the Supreme Council, and the treaty of Poorunder ; they 
ſaid, the conduct of the miniſterial party deſerved the ſevereſt chaſtiſement, 


and they gave their ſervants in India authority to recommence hoſtilities. 
upon the lighteſt provocation. ' Theſe, Sir, are facts univerſally known, 


univerſally acknowledged. Let me again take the liberty to mention, that 
do not preſume to queſtion the propriety of their conduct, but ſurely it 


will generally be allowed, their ſentiments were not conſonant to the in- 


ſtructions to the Supreme Council, That in all their deliberations, the 
preſervation of peace in India was to be their primary object. With the 
Dire&ors orders before him, Mr. Haſtings, in February, 1778, eſpouſed 
the cauſe of Ragoba ; not, Sir, from affection ta the perſon or the party 
of that prince; not, Sir, for the acquiſition of territory in the Weſt of 
India by a hazardaus and expenſive war; but to oyerturn an. influence in: 


V 
the Boona Darbar, Which eme 
the Britiſh intereſts in India. His Majeſty's Miniſters, the Court of Di- 
rectors, the former admiaiſtrations in Bengal; the Honourable Geseral 
whom had juſt now the pleaſure to bee in bis place. had kept a watchful 
eye upon the intrigues of the French in India, The Honourable; Gene- 
ral, in a minute which he wrote in Bengal in 1569, when he was Commander: 
in Chief, and Third Menaber of that Council, obſerves, * That the French 

maditate an attack upon our poſſeſſions in India is certain; but when the 
attempt will be made, or where the attempt wil be made, is uncertein 
Sir, it was the open, the avowed reception of an agent from the French 
King at Poona, that induced Mr. Haſtings, to take part in Maratta, 
politics. Let it be remembered, chat the appearanee of Monſr. St. Lubin. 
at Poona ſerved to confirm intelligence of a moſt important nature re- 
 ſpeſting the views of the French, which was brought to Bengal from very 
Majeſty's miniſters were deceived in England. But the fact is, the French 
altered their plan ; an event Mr. Haſtings could not know. Here . 
then, Sir, is the real ſecret of Mi. Haſtings's conduct towards Ragoba and 
Moodajee Booſla. He: wanted to eſtabliſh; an inteteſt in the Maratta ſtate, 
which ſhould counterbalance the French influence at Poona. When the man 
vas at the head of the Poona adminiſtration ho had openly encouraged the 
French agent; when the friends of Ragoba were confined, owing to the flow 
advance. of Colonel Leſlie's detachment, and the inactiyity of the gentlemen 
at Bombay; when news was recetyed: of a war with France being declared, 
and when the deſtination of D'Eſtaing's ſquadron: was unknown even in 
England ; then it was, Sir, that Mr. Haſtings propoſed: an alliance with 
Moodajee Booſla; then it was that ſecret inſtructions were given to 
Mr. Elliot of the nature which the worthy Deputy has mentioned. As an 
inducement for Moodajee to conclude a treaty, it was to be propoſed to him, 
that we ſhould put him in poſſeſſion of certain countries which had been 
vreſted from him by the Nizam. Theſe inſtructions, Sir, were moſt ſecret ; 
they were not entered upon the records at the time; and ' whoever ficlt 
divulged chem in ladia, + betrayed a ſtate- ſecret. of the greateſt import- 


ance. God knows, A * whence the author of a Pamunles entitled. 
Origin 
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e e ee eee Waun; or the otherr 
proceedings of the ſecret council in Bengal; — he has given much in⸗ 


formation to the world; — the matter has been violently agitated. Mr. 


| a Francis, late a member of the Supreme Council of Bengal, alſo intro 
duoes this ſubject in. an anonymous pamphlet which he publiſhed about ten 


months ago, inticled, „ The State of India.”—The worthy Deputy votes 


for Mr. Haſtiags's: removal; . becauſe he has loſt the confidence of the native 
princes of Indi#; and this ſecvet article of a treaty never executed is ſtated: 
as the ground for his coming to ſuch: a concluſion. But, Sir, I will bring; 
the cleareſt proaf that he has not loſt the confidence of the Soubah of the 5 
Decan. I. is highly, probable the Nizam never knew of that ſecret: 


article; if he did, it has not influenced his conduct. He avowed himſelf the- 
framer of the combination formed: againſt. us for various reaſons, but ſo 


far is he from mentioning this ſecret article, when he is enumerating 


the "injuries which he has received from the repreſentatives of the Bricifh 
nation in India, thar having received! affurances from Mr. Haftings, who 
adviſed the ſccret article, that juſtice mould be done to him, he reſts 


perfectiy ſatisfied; and in one of his letters to the Governor Gr 


le makes uſe of this remarkable-expreffioh 5 « Vhad @rawn the fword from 


my feabbard, but depending upon your! juſtice: T have/ſheathed it again“ 5 


TT ſhould pay no attention to this declaration, if the actions of the Ni- 
zam were not ſtrictly cbrreſpondent to it. Has he, from the time be 


entered into the confederacy againſt us early in 19805 performed a fingle 
Ripularion himſelf? Was it from 4 Uread of our power, that he has been 


precluded from taking poſſeſſion of the northern Circars? It is well 


known they wert left, and of: neceſnty, almoſt without defence, after the 


"invalion” of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally, Cawy, in Auguſt, 1780. It is 
therefore a fair concluſion, that the interference of the Supreme Council, 


and His perſonal confidence/in Mr. Haſtings, have been the motives for his 
mann u e e 766 1780, Near (coy wy of 


I-oill ene moſt/ aan e prove thar Mr. Haſtings: 


adds laſt the conſidence of the native Princes of India. When the revolt 


of Cheys Sing was at the height, when I. may ſay the Vizier held the balance, 
he. nn and decided part i in favour. of the Governor General, and the 


— | L A Britiſh. 


not feel that dependance diſagreeable 1 to him, or he would have pet's 


ſacred obſervance of the faith of treatios a reaſon why he ſhould have loſt the 


CTY 


Pac invrens” WK die wie! very den ini hs Obi: 5 


does 
ſo 


thould be obſetved, that the Vizier is dependant upon us, 1 reply, ther he 
fair an opportunity of emancipating himſelf from it. 16 Mr. II 


confidence of the native Princes of India? Did he not, Sir, in the moment 
of depreſſion, order Gualior to be delivered to the Rana of Gohud agrecabke 


to treaty ? Has he not ſcrupulouſly obſerved the terms of the treaty con- 
cluded with _ Futty Sing? In what inſtances has he forfeited the national 
faith? Sir, I could bring you many inſtances to prove that Mr. Haſtings 
has not forfeited the confidence * machten bur thar he 1651p an 
eminent degree. | 


1 1 ad 


The moment, Sir, is now come, „ Elch i is to determine whether Mr. 


Haſtings has or has not loſt the confidence of his conſtituents. This is the 
moment too, to lay his ſentiments fully before them; and in the words, 


and in the manner, I received them on my departure from Bengal. I beg, 


4; therefc/e, to be permitted to read the following part of my inſtructions: 
KReſpecting my own wiſhes, I have none, but that I may be allowed ſuch | 
* a degree of confidence and power, as may enable me to diſcharge. the 


<« dutics of my ſtation with effect, and to ſupport the intereſts of the Com- 


“an object of envy to any man, who values either his eaſe or his reputation. 
« T will hold it while it is incumbered with ſuch dangers and difficulties as 


e ſhall, in my eſtimation of them, render it  diſhonourable in me to 
« abandon it, and while I amm allowed to, poſſeſs and exerciſe the powers . 


< inherent in the Government itſelf, But when the ſafety of the Com- 
cc pany's poſſeſſions ſhall be ſo well ſecured: as no longer to make it an 


© « obligation of honour and fidelity to remain in the ſervice ; or whenever 


ce thoſe under whoſe authority I ſerve, ſhall eiter withdraw their confidence 
« from me, or diſtribute the powers of this government between me and 
« others; in ſuch a manner as to diſable me from employing them in 


' « eſſential points, according to my own judgment and diſcretion ; I ſhall, 


« in either of theſe caſes, conſider myſelf as acquitted from any obligation 
© to remain in the ſervice; but ſhall, in every caſe, reſerve to myſelf the 
« ſole 


— 


8 pany and the Britiſh nation in India. My place is not, at this time, 


; enn, 
Vith the power-of keting for me fo fuch a putpdle. - \ Theſe: ſentiments" I 
deliver: ta you, that ymlianenemabe dee 1250 in 
a un eng e- hem em r 8 bn Rus 
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i whether he ſball remain in, or quit their Service. 
"Mr. Haſtings | remembers, with the kincerelt Fe wits the generous | inter- | 
2 ofirion of the , fs W 1776, 
e e g and the adminiſtration "x 
he reſpe&able, th n Prop rictors * ae agai inſt, v 

criminality 'could not be proved. His condu ＋ tas | the © 
Leere inveltigation. Tivo Comaiittces of the Hauſe af 7 oxy It « 

| moral, mayy moni 


Thich cattied every | thing | before- it, had fixed upon 
5 ut he indepe dent Proprietors, his 
mediate tit pk 
ore or hen 15 5 


Vf ag "their ſentiments \ upon A mea- 
'be determined, "thank Shorts 


is "how to be ſettled, "and i 

& deve no Printe Views to gra 

cho have ub (intereſt to biaſs but a regard for the piblic © 

| Whatever the decifion af a6 Papi bes Mr. Halbe 2 0 
tun ſubmit to it. Before 1 coriclude; 1 cunngt help obfervitg, that the 
peculiar ſituation in which I ſtand, muſt naturaliy mute What falls from 
f me of leſs force, than what has ſo ably been ſtated by the honourable Gover- 
not, eve were Fequil tothe Hit of entering To'evinpictely into the fathed, 
AAS deen fi wes 1 have therefore confined myſelf to a ſtrict relation 
of ſuch facts, as a very Tong refidence in India, and having had che honour 
co be 'confidentially: employed by Mir. Haſtings from the nnn 
nnn err vs bre, ng; qp ne f | 
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ere ese un bees nord GS pen dach i 
——— che: Court. He compli- 
mented the Honourable Governor on the maſterly manner in which he had 
5 * 

G orders 


5 IS. 5 59. 6 3 e 0 f 

8 unn W aha theefopnbiepink he. 

{Marana war-cleatly raten wich tha Supreme Cguntil fromthe »5th|zAprtl, - 
"4779. The Geral did not attempt 205<ontradia'prots cuntraver: a ſingle 
fact advanced by Major Stout N nr 0 AAP ee 6f-a march 

acroſs India; ſaid Mr, 1. EY 1 5 


ben Ng de a 
"that 855 II. 1. N xx TIT pon wk 
tered very, ly 958 1 5 and 


e bim, he declared,” | vl 


= 


he « that no a 
18 che Raja: DI ti tle he had 4 tongue to. 5 wg 


the part of 8 unhaf 22 Fe Mr. 
the (pgil, (40 


* "Fram th theRaja, th rg dy diy d t 
Directors for, 155 d 173 prize money y.), h had encoutaged the 
Vier to ſeize the treaſures of his her and e „ women of high | | 
"birth, * under the plea. of t their 3 1 8 revolt of bet Sings © 
merely becauſe: two of t their cunuchs were 1a ſaid to have raiſed troops for 
_ Raja. This, the General dbferved,, WAS a3 ' probable as. that Tenducc) and | 
\Pachierotti ſhould « excite. In. inlutrection in in England. Le expreſſed | his 
Prize 1 that the Honourable Governor ſhould ſpeak, as he had done, of Ge- 
"neral Clavering, when not long ago he declated his Rate. in gold ſhould be 55 
ſet up in the Indig Houſe, | After declaring that he ſhovld haye..deemed;/it | 
| his particular duty to attend the pate e pere " * 
mould vote againſt ee en n en 6 no) aui! noilts 


# * 


{1 


. 


* 


1 Johnſtone roſs to ee He Gally denied as be pry re- 
flected upon General Clavering. He thought him, he ſaid; a moſt valuable 15 
and honourable character. Nor had he reflected upon Mr. Franeis: be te- 
vered the abilities of that gentleman; but would any man ſay that ſuch. 
abilities, exerted in thwarting every meaſure ptopoſed by Mr. Haſtings, 
were not a drag- chain upon him? _Nould the Honourable General ſay, that - 
Mr. Fox's abilities, when exerted in oppoſition, v were not a clog to every 
operation ptopeſe® by Lord North?—The Henourable General had ſaid 
Mr. Haſtings attempted what Avtetigzebe would not have done. He not 


only attempred bait crecuted it. K Uers of the detachment acroſs India 


W Ciwonds Id 4 (OS 3% ”— auc 24d (uur —— es -  W 


= 


Mr. Anſtruther roſe after Soyennor Jenaſtont 


; vote _—_ the reſcinding them, let their opinions be what, tl 


1 1 


a e at expreſſod his 83 "INE" 
 Generalſhould:compare the-eunuchs of; the Begum to Tenducgiand, Pachie, 
rotii. Tho Hanoprable-General knew better, Hekoewthatoumyebeein chat 
oui commanded armies;-apd weee evenipreferred to Gill the grearofficey.of = 
tate! Ne knew chat, when wuſted, ithey were: men off great influence and 
ee enen Doviah's bet and moſt favoured-general officer, was = 
an eunuch. It was wrong, therefdre, in the Honotrable. General'to attempt 
to miſlend the Proprietbra- JOiniioueny ani; bao bal od flir 


0-0 bink on fd od doidw halt Yr B wong 1150 


1,3 impoſiible_to_give 
me whole of his, ſpeech z, it contained, cha, quantity. of matter, and fuch 
9 force of argument, 38. carried conviction to, eyery. impartial 
 hearers, ve, can only, couch upon the principal paings upgn, which, he dwelt, 
He ſaid he roſe 49 enter fully into an inveſtigation, of the zcfolutions; brought. 
 formard, by the, Court of Dixeors..,. It. was ;upoq the matter which. they 
contained, that Mr. Haſtings, was to.he arjed.,, ib formed. the charge againſt 
him, and were the reaſons which the Pirectom gave to; the! world fo. 
themſelves; for. che. imporrane Rep, which, they bad, raken, in. removing f 
bis office,the.firſt;cavil ſervant, of the, SPP he, could. prove that 
deny weren pot) funded RS ſopported by fact, every, man. ppl 
agree to, the propgſitian; braught, forward, by, Commador . Johnſtone, 1 


would upon 
other points of the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, which, though they had been 


looſely asd irregularly introduced into the debate, yet formed no part of the 


charge which had been mad againſt him.) He «ruſted: however, that be- 
ore be ſat dowp he ſhquld;conyines. the Proprietors hat thaſe looſe, charges 


would form as, poor n ground for the, removal of Mr, Haſtings, as tha 


matter contained in,;the, reſolutions, themſclyes. He complained, much, of 
groſs} injuſtice which, was done to, Me, Haſtings, by briaging forward. a 
charge agaiaſt him, couched, in terms ſo general, as to tender it impaſſible 


| toguels. what offence, he had committed, r whar.crime he had been, guilty 


of. The meaneſt ſervant of the Company would not have been diſmiſſed from 
o dane, medi ps OREN, him, which, his accuſers 


were 


— 


# x a 
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an} to refute but the Governor General of Bengal was to de recalled upon 
4 chargo which ended -nothing but: general aſſertion and empty declame- 
tion; a chart 16 looſe and: indefinite a put it out of his: power?to! kavov | 
what part'of his :e0ndudt;' or what act of hid adiminiſtracion; it-was-whicl his 
enemies found fault wich. —He was uorufed of having involvedithe Compuny; 
in unndeeſſasy and complicated wars, wxhour' ſpecifying what wur it was 
which he had entered into unneceſſarily Of having difobeyed atdersy. wich» 
out producing a ſingle order which he had not carried into cxecution—Of- 
having . — 
alluding to the negocixrion which his enemies meant to-candemn.. - And, in 
order t0 | revent the Governor General and his friends from the poſfibility'of 
di de cauſe! of his removal; the Directors had'tafitfioully inſertec 
in the charge, that he was to be removed for (theſe and other inſtanees = 
erroneous conduct. He called upon che Directors to ſtate what they meant 
by thoſe words ; to produce the inftances to which they alluded p—if they 
did ot, that he ſhould think himſelf juſtified in concluding that the charge 
| was made thus general becauſe, in alt the "maſs of materials which had been 
gone through in the courſe of the preſent buſineſs, the Directors had not 
been able to lay their finger upon any one' ſpecific fact which could juſtify 
ee ee e e e r Ing * 
moving Mr. an, | PU es 2 


A e eee ns 
wiſdom, and good faith of the Court of Directors; while the ſecond; if it 
meant any thing, meant to lay the blame of the Maratta war upon Mr. 
Haſtings. He did not think it very decent in a Court of Directors to 
come forward with ſuch praiſe upon their own conduct, more eſpecially 
when the uſe they made of it was to load Mr. Haſtings with that blame 
which they endeavoured to ſhift off from themſelves. To praiſe themſelves 
in order to criminate others was neither very decent nor very candid ; but 
as the praiſe was equally general with the cenſure, he hoped, before he ſat 
down, to prove that they were both equally ill- founded and unmerited. 


dias JOG a d 6 1 


t's'1 


| D * was, ebe was ithe authog oft the Marurt 
war? If than war qriginared-with the Court of Diectona, he, for on would: 


not jo in la panegyric upon them moderation und gnott faith 3 abit us. Herle 


would he condemn Mi. Haſtings: for havitig-involved:the-Company in com. 


ſibility. of that wan lay ati the du od th Directors and not with M 


| (The Deputy mabeng a fign ay ij he had bet miſunderſtood) Mir. Anftrothey 
fad, Ir-was 2 matter of indifference to him whether>ir was admitted or not, 
for ker ſhould in a few: words prove it beyond ul poſſibility of doubt. 
That ſo far back as the year 1568, the Directors had; poſßttively directed 


their ſervants to uſe every endeavour to obtain Salſette and Baſſein; and 


| plicated wars.” He had now the firſb authority foralferiing, that the reißen - 
Haſtings: Phe Deputy Chalemaniami: General SmittvHac both admitted top 


had told them, we cannot point om the mode of ding it, but rather wiſts 


they were obtained by puschaſe thus ware“ There was, Be obſerved; a 
great reaſon to praiſe either the: moderation or the puciſio diſpoſitian ef the 


Court of Directors when: they iſfued this order- That ſome years after, 


when their ſervants had obtained a ceſſion of thoſe places by their firſt treat 


with Ragoba, in conſequence of aſfiſtance which they were to afford kins be | 


che carrying on his ſchemes, and which treaty was the beginning: of the firſt 
Maratta war, the Court of Directors poſitively enjoined their ſervants, both 


at Bengal and Bombay, to uſe every means for their protection ant - 


A defence of the territoties ceded by Ragoba.”* Unforrunitely for the ſchemes 


of the Court of Directors, before this order reached India, the Supreme 
Council had interfered,” and had put a ſtop to the war which had: been 
begun with the Marattas, in conſequence of the treaty wide Sugabac and 
had concluded the treaty oſ Poorunder. He would ſubmit to the Court of 
event, deſerved: any of thoſe epithets of moderation, wiſdom, or good faich,. 
which they had been pleaſed fo liberally to beſtow upon themſcives in thei? 
firſt reſolution. In their letter to Bengal, in February 1777, they lament 
exceedingly, that their letter ordering the ſervants: in India to take every. 


not arrived: previous. to che concluſion: of the treaty of Poorunder, which | 


treaty 


* 


| 1 1 3 
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ſecretly for their interſetence, and go ſo far as to hint, in pretty ſtrong | 


terms, that their conduct deſerved. chaſtiſement. They proceed to diredt: = 
their ſervants in India to ſeize the ſlighteſtꝭ pretence to ſlip out of the! treaty / 
of Poorunder, as they approve; of the: connection which the Gentlemen of 
Bombay had formed with Ragoba, in preference to any other. ut chis was 
not all; for in the year 1578, in a letter from the Secret Committee of the | 
Court of Directors to Bombay, they ſpecifically declare, that the reſtoration) 
of Ragoba to the Regency of Poona, was a meaſure upon which they were 
determined; and declare, that as the evaſions of the Maratta Chiefs fully | 
juſtified them in departing from the treaty. of Poorunder, they ſhould forth- 
with undertake that meaſure. And as the co-operation of the other fettle- 
ments might be neceſſary for that purpoſe, they ſent: copies of this letter to 
Bengal and to Madras, directing them. to afford aſſiſtance to Bombay for 
this purpoſe. But what proved beyond the poſlibility of doubt, if any 
doubt ſtill remained, that the Maratta war was a war of the Court of 
Directors, was the report which a Committee of the Directors had made in 
1780, in conſequence. of an inquiry into the whole of the Maratta buſineſa, 
vhere they expteſsly declared, that the reſolution of the Bombay Council of 
the 21ſt of July, for placing Ragoba on the Regency. of Poona, was not 
improper, as the circumſtances then ſtood. Here, he ſaid, was a poſitive 
and expreſs approbation of the ſecond Maratta war, by the Court of Directors 
themſelves, after a ſetious inquiry into the whole of the buſineſs. Who 
was there; he aſked, after this detail, who could give his aſſent to reſolutions 
which contained a panegyric upon the moderation and good faith of the 
Court of Directors, and which laid the blame of a war upon Mr., Haſtings 
which they theinſelves had begun, fomented, encouraged, and approved of. 
That it was ungenerous in them to endeavour to ſhife- the reſponſibility of 
that war from themſelves upon a ſervant, who was at that moment uſing 
the moſt wonderful exertions in their ſervice, and by whoſe talents and abili- 
ties they were. ſaved from the brink of deſtruction. He then called the 
attention of the Proprietors to a fact, which he confeſſed he did not expect 
them to give credit to, becauſe he ſhould not have believed it himſelf, but 


WRT» Hap | an 
| —— 18d uncontrovertible evidence; nn 
n was eußy to bontradict him; and he Called” upon the gentlemen concerbed 
tits ſtand fotward and contradict him, if he departed one iota from the truth. 
That be had found upon the recbids of the Company, that Henry Flecher 
had Tigned that famous letter, diſapproving of the treaty of Poorunder ; nd 
vis one of thoſe who had enjoined the ſervants of the Compal) 10 feine the 
ſlighteſt pretence for breaking it. That Henry Flecher, as one of the 
Committee, had ſet his name: to a reſolution approving of the breach of that 
_ " treaty; and approving of the reſolution of carrying -Ragoba. to Poona, | and 
placing him in the Regency there. And yet that ſame Henry Flecher was 
the man who now came forward as the author of thoſe reſolutions, praiſing 
his own moderation and good faith, and condemning Mr. Haſtings as the 
author of the Maratta war. Where was his moderation, when he condemned 
the tieaty of Poorunder? Where was his good faith, when he authoriſed 
the breach of it ? And where was his juſtice, when he condemned Mr. Haſt- 
ings as the author of meaſures which he himſelf had thus pointedly autho- 
riſed, and ſpecifically approved of? The Maratta war was the war of Henry 
-'Flecher, and not the war of Mr. Haſtings; and, unleſs he had forgot al! 
the tranſactions of his paſt life; he called upon him to ſtand forward, and '. 15088 
e —— — — 5 i: 
ieee ee, Copa acorn ang prac | 


Having diſpoſed: of the firſt refolution,. and cleared Mr. Haſtings from all 
blame reſpeRing the Maratta war, he obſerved that no charatter. had ever | 
| undergone the ſcrutiny which; Mr, Haſtings had done. It had ſtood the teſt | 3 
of two Committees af the Houſe. of Commons, ſurely not favourably. di. 
poſed to Mr. Haſtings, where he had been tried and condemned, but where — 

he had not been heard. It had ſtood the teſt of a long enquiry before the r 
Court of Directors, and it was univerſally admitted, by his enemies as well 4 
: 28 his friends, that he was' poſſeſſed. of thoſe two. eſſential requiſites for. a 35 
. Governor, undoubted ability, and undoubted integrity. He called upon the | 
Directors to produce the man who, after ſo ſevere a ſcrutiny,” preſeryed ſuch 
2 character, that the Proprietors might fairly judge between them. To. 


Ae end integrity, Mr. Haſtings added what *** 


: poſſeſſed, a long experietice in the Company's affairs, a perfect knowledge of 
che views, intereſta, and relative tuation of the different native powers. He 


knew them, and they knew m. Was this a moment, when the empire was 


con vulſed from ane end to the other, to recall a man, hO to at Ja j TE) 


integriey and magnanimity, and = perfect knowledge of every matter-ehich _ 


-kis ſituation required him to know? Governments might perhaps, in times 


-of peace, be-unhinged without much danger; but to try ſuch un ehe- 
ment at ſuch a-time, and upon ſuch à man, who, by the diſpatches upon 

the table, appeated to have made exertions,” and to poſſeſs reſources exteed- 
ing the moſt ſanguine enpectations of this friends, appeared to him an aft 


little ſhort of madneſs. He aſked whether a perſon ignorant, ur at ledſt 
' comparatively ignorant, of the ſituation of the Indian powers, was a properer 


perſon than Mr. Haſtings to negociate the peace which now ſeemed to be | 


going on; or whether there ever was an inſtance of diſplacing a negociator, 
poſſeſſed of ability and knowledge, at the moment when his negociations 
were drawing to a point; or wherher the Indian powers were more likely to 
conclude a peace, and to place conſidenee in a perſon ſent from this coun- 
try whole name they never heard of, and character they were perfectly unac- 
quniated with, than with ſuch a man as he deſcribed Mr. Haſtings to be. 

A late migiſtry had recalled a great naval commander in the hour of victory 


and of confidence. Were the Directors determined to prove to the world 


chat there was no at, however abſurd and ridiculous, which:they could not 
outdo, and prove it by unhinging their Government at a time its force was 
' moſt wanted, and recalling their negociator in the moment of negociation ? 


He then adverted to what had fallen from the Deputy Chairman, who had 


aſſerted that Mr. Haſtings poſſeſſed ideas of conqueſt which extended from 
the mountains of Thebit to Cape Commorin: it was true he had aſſerted it, 


but he truſted that the Proprietors would require ſomething more than aſſer- 


Mr. Smich been from proving his aſſertion, that he had advanced in another 
part of his ſpeech a propoſition that appeared to him totally inconſiſtent 
vich it; for in the ſene ſentence, when he accuſed Mr. Haſtiags of a deſire 
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ing a ſum of money t the Raja of Berar, which he had termed an act of 
ſubailfſion.:, be had ſaid. that Col, Pearſe's. detachment ſhauld have cut their 
wayz . ue originally iotended. , He-left is, to the. Deputy to reconcile 
ideas of conqueſt; wich acts of ſuhmiſſion, Hie ſbould only obſerve, that it 
vn to the march of Ool. Pearſe's detachment that we. owed, the ſafety of 
Madras 3 and he was happy that upon this; occaſion. the Governor General 4 
was more; paciſic in his diſpoſitions, and lefs : hoſtile in his views, than the 
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He Sid our Be that ning um of money to ſecure” the life pallage of 
Ne ogra ogra urgent evi 
curing a ſupply to thoſe troops during their march, could be termed an act 
of ſubmiſſion,; or that the purchaſing a paſſage through the territories'of 
anda ee into an » aknondguent of vu for 
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A nd had Hens what e Pena Males. he could 
not diſcover any word, in the charge againſt Mr. Haſtings, however vague, 
under which it could be included. It was neither n treaty nor a war, nor a 
diſobedience of orders. He ſhould therefore be fully juſtified: in laying it 
entirely out of the queſtion, ſince the reſolutions had not taken it up as a 
ground for his removal. The reſolutions contained the Directors reaſons 
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for removing the Governor General: they had not once alluſled to the affair 


ar Benates, he had therefore d right to ſay that it had not bern thought 
cauſe ſufficient'by the Direttors themſelves to juſtify the vote which they had 
come to. It was that vote; and the reaſons upon [which it was founded, as 
- expreſſed in the reſolutions themſelves, upon which they were at preſent 
cbiting, and not upom other points in the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, which 
form ed no part of the charge againſt him.” If the friends of Mr. Haſtings 
could refute every fact hinted at (for no fatts were ſtated) in the reſolu- 
tions, it was à "ſelf-evident propbſition that they muſt fall to the ground, 
however blameäble or however praiſe-worthy his conduct 22 in other 
2 2 an54 ſtoqu gun M6 M * 03 een ane "Os 


- EE 
rafedts, He ſaid, be ust Wie this general anſher both to hints 
| the ſtory of the old woman und the eunueh (introduced. by General Smith; 

and ſo fully anfwered by Govemor Johnſtone), und t all che other ſtories 
altudet to in ihe debate: they proved one thing however gompletely to his 
ſatisfaction; they pointed out, in the ſtrongeſt manner, the miſerable ſhifts 
tb which the enemies of Mr. Flaſtings were driven; in order to ſupport the 
reſolutions for ks removal. Hie had not ſuid thus much, however Be. 
cauſe he thought the Benafes bufincls'teſs deſonſiblo than any other part of 
the conduct of Mr. Haſtings. That as far as he could lard, either 
from verbal infor: or from books, je it had been the uniform practice, 6 
and the ſettled law of the Mogul empire, to erat ume "of money and 
hadjes of N from their rriburaries, « aver and above the Tared annual 


of the Moy ewe the Raja of Benares, 'were pt fan OB 
us they poſſeſſed them und Mr. Haſtings did nothing but what was intitely 
conſonant to the uſage of the country, in demanding an additional ſupply 
from Cheyt Sing, at a time when the general fafety of the empire called for 
it. But if he ſhould admit, for a moment, that the conduct of the Gover- 
nor General, in this inſtance (and he only admitted it for the ſake of argu- 
ment), was not ſtrictly defenſible, he challenged his adverſaries to aſſert that 
his conduct had been actuated by any ſiniſter motive. . In a moment of dif- 
ficulty, when a ſupply of treaſure was abſolutely neceſſary for the exiſtence 
of the Company, at a moment of ſtate neceſſity, he called for a ſupply 


which he thought he had a right to demand, and had rifqued his life in the 


cauſe. He had narrowly eſcaped affaffination ; and after this, was he to be 
puniſhed with a recall? Nor would even his recall ſatisfy the violence of his 
enemies, unleſs the man who had baſely attempted to aſſaſſinate him, and 
who had actually murdered his ſuite, were reſtored to wealth and honour. 
Mr. Anftruther then alluded to the other accuſations that had been made 
againſt Mr. Haſtings; but as they had been fully anſwered by the gentle- 
men who ſpoke before him, we ſhall not enlarge upon them. He con- 
cluded 
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I . for-otnubiating'/ 99 the recall of Mr. 
Hiſtings3 theſewere ſtaed to be, generally; that Mr. Haſtings, bad dif- 
'obeyed the Company's orders f chat he had made «conſiderable promotion of 
Majors ; that te had gone to Benates, for the-expreſs purpoſe of getting 30 
| hacks of rupees from the-Rajahz and-that, in his letter to Lord Macartney. 
be avowed ſemiments, reſpecting en tt pee Sha ge the 
head of a trading comma... 2 


eee ieee eee 
. for whers.che Honourable Goveraor and. learned 
Gentleman had reaped, there could remain but lictle for him to glean. 
Upon a ſuhjekt, however, af ſo much conſequence. to the character and 


happineſs of an individual, the proſperity of che Company, and che intereſt = 


of the-aativn, he copld not, be cantented with giving u Gleat, yore. He came 
into the Court prepared todiſcuſs.the hole ſubject of the Maratta war: for- 
tunstely, however, for Mr, Haſtings, that taſk had been performed by much = 
abler hands, in a manner that would npt ſuffer a lingle doubt to remain with | 

.the candid, and muſt even impoſe conviction upon the moſt prejudiced 
mind. The little matter therefore with which he ſhould trouble the Court, 
and to which, from the importarice or the fübjelt, he ſolicited their attention, 
Would confiſt chitfly in reply to what had bern urged on the oppoſite ſide 
during the courſe of the debate, and in en ene * 


e him as not altogether foreign 9 


a Tube reſolutions which the honoutable Baronet kad produc er 
—_ of general . accuſation, without ſpecifying any particular charge. 
He perfectly agreed in the obſervations already made, That every accuſation 

; Woche be prese Ia id d ant} peter as to its object; that it was but 
common juſtice to every man to point out the offence of which he ſtood 
accuſed, that he might be prepared for his defence ; to ſhew him the enemy 
bers a ts he might not periſh in the dark. True as theſe 
CIO | | 37 © _ Obſervations 
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| Cutmmodore: in cenſuring altogether the reſolutions of the Court of Diretors. 
On the contrary, they appeared to him moſt wiſely adapted to their intended 
purpoſe; and the honourable Commodore muſt have pererived it was not the 
ſiungle end of cenſure upon Mr. Haſtings, but, a Me, Manſhip 's, proteſt 
had truly ſtated, the double purpoſe of denſure upon: Mx, Haſtings, and 
panegyric upon themſel ves. To have pointed but particular facts, 
vould have been to defeat this purpoſe; by expoſing the contradiction and 
inconſiſtency of their: reſolutions; and however much he might reprobate 
their injuſtice, he was compelled to admire their polſey ::: 


I. ſeemed bow to be fully eſtablilhed, chit! iis Mpratra ein ns tholgrear | | 
ſource from which all the Company's calamities had flowed; and that it origi- 
nated in the orders of the Court of Directors. Mr. Dallas obſerved,, that he 
would not therefore waſte the time of the Court in attempting to prove ſo plain 
a propofition. It was a matter of evidence, and not a ſubje& for argument, 
and to be proved in the cleareſt manner by à mere inſpection of the Com- 
pany's records. The Court had heard letters read from the Directors to the 
Preſidency at Bombay, enjoining them to get poſſeſſion of Salſette and Baſ- 
ſein by purchaſe or war—direQting them to make this their object in all 
their treaties, negociations, and military operation. —approv ing the treaty con- 
cluded with Ragoba—diſapproving the treaty concluded by Colonel Upton— 
cenſuring the interference of the Supreme Council—blaming . the having 
deputed Colonel Upton to Po6nah—recommending, an alliance with Ragoba, 
and ordering the Bombay Preſidency to ſeize the ig btef pretence not to abide 
by the treaty of Poonah—approving the ſecond attempt to reſtore Ragoba— 
- approving Colonel Leſlie's march; in ſhort, in every part of their inſtructions 
and conduct, authorizing the principle of the war, applauding its progreſs, 
cenſuring its diſcontinuance, and encouraging its renewal. It was neceſſary - 
to contraſt with theſe proceedings the conduct of the Governor General. 
When the intelligence of the firſt Maratta war reached him, he pronounced 
it in a minute recorded upon the Bengal Conſultations, to be impolitic, 
unauthoriled. unreaſonable, and e In the n to the treaty of 
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ſend money and troops to the aſſiſtance of the Bombay Preſideney, it was 


- with this expreſs declaration, not that the war may be carried on, but chat 
pee may be concluded.“ War is not my object. My object is peace, 
which is moſt likely to be obtained by being prepared for war.“ Xet 
ben the Government General had in any degree interpoſed: to abate the 


principle of the war, they had met with cenſure and rebuke from the Di- 


| ie end eva Da Hm. who commenced. and cheriſhed. it, 
their commendation and praiſe were liberally beſtowed. Thus Mr. Haſtings 


was placed in a ſituation, where, beſet with. difficulties upon all ſides, every 


ne of conduct led to his ruin. Hie obeys the orders of the Court of 
Directors, and they reſolve to diſmiſs him; had he diſobeyed their orders, 
ſuch difobedience would have formed a ground for the like reſolutions - but 


I truſt, ſaid Mr. Dallas, there is ſufficient juſtice in this Court to ſave him 


from the conſequences of this cruel alternative from this two- edged ſword, 


which, whatever way it ſtrikes, muſt ſtrike for his deſtruction. It was im- 
poſſible not to feel the ſtrongeſt indignation at this attempt to entrap the 


Court of Proprietors into reſolutions, teplete with injuſtice and eruelty. The 
Court of Directors were themſelves the authors of all they had charged upon 
Mr. Haſtings the records of the Company. che reſolutions of the Secret 
Committee —and, from this day, the unanimous ſenſe of mankind, would 


impute to them the criminality of the Maratta war, and all its conſequences, 


ff criminal it was. Mr. Haſtings was bound to obey their orders; but whoſe- 
U 0 0 dy Bed ſuch inſtructions ? 


Bur. been dad pas in, dee, Se of the debate. muſt. expats. 4 
the world, in the cleareſt light, the weakneſs. and inconſiſtency, of 


Mr. Haſtings's. opponents. The Honourable Chairman who had pro- 
duced the. preſent reſolutions had alſo ſigned. the different. orders before 
r ee hue 
cation of himſelf, than tat be makes irs rule to gn all len. 
What? does he make it nm 4 


highly diſapprove of the war y and when the Governor General, propoſed to 


1's ; 3 
ay we contradictory and impolitic negociations, wan 
ive treaties, unneceſſary and complicated wars, attended with ' enormous 
erpence, decreaſe of national influence and reputation, a great load of debt; 
and if be gs them, is he nor anſwerable for their conſequences? | Bur, as 
Mr. Anſtruther had very properly obſerved, he had not merely ſigned the 


letters, but alſo the report of a Committee of Directors appointed enp ref 
to examine into the Cauſe of the Maratta war ; which report contained a full 


approbation of it. This was a deliberate and ſolemn act, after his attention 
Had he not approved of this report, his name would never have appeared 


8 


to it, and he could not juſtify. his having ſigned it under bis former rule f 


ſigning all letters for it muſt be in the recollection of the proprietors, he did 
not make it a rule to ſign every report. On the contrary, when the Court of 
Directors had permixted an inferior ſervant of the Company to return ich 
his rank to Madras, the Chairman was one of four Directors who not only. 
diſſented, but even ſigned a proteſt againſt the reſolution. Even now he had 
not declared that he diſapproved of the Maratta war, or that he conſidered 


Mr. Haſtings to be the author of it. Mt. Dallas obſerved, that the Court 


muſt remember how often the honourable General (General Smith) in the loud 
language of defiance, had dared a late worthy Chairman (Mr. Sulivan) to bring 
before the proprietors the queſtion of the Maratta war, and had boldly pledg- 
ed himſelf to prove Mr, Haſtings the author of it. The day of trial is now 
come, and the honourable. General declares Mr. Haſtings is not the author of 
it, but that it originated in the orders of the Court of Directors. This is indeed 
a day of triumph for Mr. Haſtings, when his moſt invetcrate opponent is 
compelled to do this juſtice to his charater.—But the honourable General 
had obſerved, that from the 5th of April, 1779, the reſponlibility of the 
| Maratta war reſted upon the Supreme Council. However difficult it might 
be to fix a date from which reſponſibility ſhould commence during the pro- 
greſs of tomplicated and diſtant operations, he was willing to accept the ra 
from which the honourable General choſe to date, and he pledged himſelf to 
prove, that all the diſgraceful and calamitous cireumſtances which have 
attended the war took place previous to that period, and that all its briſhiant 
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| and beneficial events have deen pe to k. Was not the march t@ 
| Cambay, the treaty of Surat, the ſhameful ſurrender of our troops, and the 
infamous convention of Wargaum, previous to the 5th of April, 1779? Were 
nat the capture of what had bees called the impregnadle fortreſs. of Gualier 
by Major Popham, the ſurpriſe of Scindia's camp, the important ſucceſſes of 
General Goddard, the peace concluded with Scindia, ſubſequent to the 5th of 
April, 1779? and was there not at this moment the proſpect of a general Peace: 
with the Marattas? Mr. Haſtings, therefore, upon the honourable General's ar. 
gyment, could nat be cenſured as the author of the war; and as to the condud © 
ol it, from the moment that, accarding to the honourable General, he became 
reſponũble, ſucceſs had enſued, and he conſequently merited n 
inſtead of cenſure, and reward in the place of difimifſion.. TOY 5 5 


The hardſhips - to © hich Mir, Haſtings had been ee 
of a peculiar nature. Abſent, and therefore incapable of defence, two Com— 
mittees of the Houſe of Commons were ſitting in judgment upon him at the 
lame time, while reports were ſpread through the puhlic prints, and repeated 
in. every company, that gentlemen ſerving upon each of theſe Committees 
were themſelves to be appointed to the affices which were to become vacats-- 
f by their own acts. They had never contradicted the reporta, though ſurely: 
it was incumbent upon them, if falſe, to have done fo, in order to give conſi- 
dence to the public in their deciſion, and to have afforded. quiet to the minds. 
of thoſe-whoſe characters and fortunes might be affected dy their enquiries. 
The honourable General had been appointed to fill the chair of the ſelect Com- 
mittee; a cifcomſtance which, to the lateſt hour of bis life, Mr. Dallas ſaicd he 
Hould mention as umjuſt and oppreſſive to Mr. Haſtings, The honourable Ge 
neral, Mr. Dallas obſerved, is himſelf involved in the politics of India; he Was 
known to poſſeſs pre- conceĩved opinions upon every ſubject that could come 
before him, and for years paſt, he has conſtantly ſhewn himſelf, in the 
debates of this Court, a moſt violent enemy to Mr. Haſtings's-adminiſtration\ 
His conduct upon this day muſt place in the ſtrongeſt light the impropriety of 
fach an appointment. The Chairman of the Select Committee diveſts im- 
felf of the impartiality of 25 kno IEP men tribunal. 
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of joſtice, mixes in the tümult of this ſcene, enn atem 


this debate. The Court of Directors, Mr. Dallas continued, themſelves pro- 


nounced to be criminal, and threatened with the legiſlative interpoſition to 
correct their miſrule,” had condemned Mr. Haſtings in order to acquir them- 


ſelves. The General Court had now an accuſation before them ſo yague and ſo 


indefinite, that the friends of Mr. Haſtings hardly knew how to meet it.—No 
man had undergone ſo many, and ſuch ſevere trials, with circumſtances of ſo 


much unfairneſs, as the preſent Governor General —yet, if it be poſſible to in- 
ſtitute freſh trials, inſtead of operating as hardſhips, Mr. Haſtings will haye 


| _ feaſon: to rejoice in them. From this bar, let him appeal to the world; from, 


this day let him appeal to poſterity, —The more his conduct is inveſtigated | 


the better will it appear to the general ſatisfaction, that all the acts of his long 
and arduous adminiſtration have originated in principles of the warmeſt-zeal 
for the intereſt of his employers, and in no inſtanee whatever can his character 
be ſtained with the imputation of corrupt and ſelſiſn motives. One circum- 
ſtance had been mentioned, by the honourable Commodore, of a nature ſo 
cruelly oppreſſive — he alluded to the noble Lord's Secretary having . claſeted 
the Directors ſeparately that he was ſure the honourable Commodore myſt 


the Treaſury, had darted his indignant and pointed Philippics againſt the 
noble Lord who lately held the ſame office, for interfering with the manage - 


ment of the Company, for making it the means of patronage, and the engine 


of corruption, he would never be perſuaded that ſuch an interference was to be 


claſſed among the firſt acts of the noble Lord's own adminiſtration: Still leſs 


was he diſpoſed to believe, that during the progreſs of a trial, upon the event 
of which was ſtaked, what is generally held moſt dear and valuable among 
men — ſituation character - publie eſteem peace of mind the noble Lord 


would tamper with the judges, alarm their fears, or flatter their hopes. But 
if it were poſſible the noble Lord could be guilty of ſuch conduct, Mr. Haſt- 


ings was perfectly ſafe in the known probity, and invulnerable diſintereſted- 
nels of the Court of Directors. There was no man behind the bar whom any 
favours from Government could induce to renounce opinions deliberately 
formed, or to retract promiſes ſolemnly given. Had the Secretary to the 

noble 
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pretipimncy ef their tetoem. Should however wen chis dependence fail, 
Mfr. Haſtings laſt reſource is in the General: Court. Here-is his eg 
hold;! his pluce of ſyibety—abe fortreſs into which, on rhe day of danger 
he my retreat, and bid alikedefiance tothe imrigues of the Miniſter, and the | 
wenality of the Directio The honourable Commodore, in the beginninigf 


mie lay, mentioned anocher report which bud reached him 1 ame, muß 


Directors were determined to carry their reſolution imo effect, wharever might 
de this evein of the General Ovore, | An Hobonrable| rector, with u con- 
Viderible degree vf fpirir and minifincls, had inmmedinecly riſen to conmudit = 
the information; adding, chat whoever had eireul ed duch u report, Wall p. 
Liſhed a libel upon che Court of Directors Mr. Dallas obſerved, that he hall 
vo doubt, as Won us de had Bnibed his ſpeech,” ere would be = conteſt 
among the Gentlemen behind the bur who thould Hirſt comradift this report 
allo; end dt in like manner they would declare, whoever kad circulated fach | 
infortation had publiftied « libel on the Court of Direttors."' If,'on the" en- 
4rary, they preferved à fiiflen fitence, the inference, however wnfavouratle 
do them, would prove beneficial w Mr. Haſtings: | © "The ide of ſuch a'con- 
federn would ority render the Proprictors more'caper in His defence. Te 
NOTE and protect kim 
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Mr, Dallas did. noe pretend to. ſay chat.every. pan, of Me. Haſtings's Jong 
edmigiſtration had been free from error, The Rohilla war had. already been 

AI mann wid of their blame, anxious 
— nk « That they had che -ighett qpinign of dh. 
« ſervices and integrity, and could not admit a ſuſpicien of- corrupt motives 
© operating 0n his condp, without proof.”—The Lagilarare, by repeated | 


ads paſſed ſubſequent to the Rohilla war, have paſſed their opiaion upon it, 


by contiaviag him in the high office of Governor General,—Wich-.reſpedt ta 
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ce bob eilig le derail; into the juſtice df either an 


Diollas would only obſerve, they had · both received the ſanction of the Court 
3 Didem. a ſanction he would be bold to ſay, not withſtanding the reſo- 
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lution of the Secret Committee, to he vindicated. upon principles of che 


ſoundeſt policy, and reeoneiled to the general practice of nations. But it 


„ e of :adarkt Ore Hlanes pals. — 
Wen he was appointed, in 1772, to the Government of, Bengal, the Com- 
pauany's affairs were in a very embarraſſed and deſperate. ſtate. Their expences 


exceeded their reyenues; their bond. debt was immenſe; profuſion and e 


travagance pervaded the government, reduced from various cauſes to the 
gteateſt diſtreſs. Mr. Haſtings's uncommon abilities and exertions in a very 


ſhort time gave the moſt favourable turn to affairs, and he was. conducting 


them in the moſt proſperous manner hen the act of parliament paſſed in 
the year 1773, appointing General Clayering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
Francis, to be members of the Supreme Council. That act he ſhquld always 
conſider as having been attended with very pernicious effects to the Company's 
Intereſt, from the diſſentions and diſtraction it neceſſarily introduced into the 
public councils. From the moment theſe Gentlemen landed in Bengal, 
till the moment of Mr. Francis's departure for England, an unremitting op- 


poſition to eyery meaſure propoſed by Mr. Haſtings, prevailed. | Mr. Francig's | 


great abilities, as the honourable. Commodore had obſerved, proved in the 


' ſtrongeſt manner, the aſtoniſhing powers of Mr. Haſtings, who, with ſuch 


a drag-chain upon his adminiſtration, could act as he had done. How much 
ſuch an oppoſition muſt have weakened all the public efforts, the learned 


'Lord who preſides in the chair of the Secret Committee muſt be well aware, 


who has uniformly aſcribed the failure of all the plans of his favourite Ad- 


"miniſtration, to the violent and uncealing oppoſition they received. Even 
when the attack was propoſed upon Scindia's dominions, which has turned 
out fo ſucceſsfully, it was oppoſed in the ſtrongeſt manner. The honourable- 


Commodore has informed the Court, that Mr: Haſtings then offered to ſtake. 
his life upon the event; and there is a further circumſtance attending his 
conduct upon that occaſion which redounds too much to his honour to be 


paſſed over in ſilence. When the extraordinary expences· which would attend 


the 


SWF 


OS Peg ua as ang en n li, Mr. {Hoſtiogs,/ without any. 
perſonal, intereſt in che event, but from pure zeal for the-welfare: of his em- 
| ployers, materially concerned, as he wiſely judged, upon the occaſion, offered 
to contribute two lacks of rupees from his private fortune, to defray, the ex- 
traofdinary expence, if the Court of Directors ſhould object to it. The Go»: 
vernor General uf Bengal, who, after thirty years of arduous ſervice, during, 
twelve of which he has preſided in the higheſt office of India, if he were to, 
return to- morrow to this country, his rank in life conſidered, would return 
Poor in every thing, except the teſtimony of his conſcietice,” the applauſe of 
his conſtituents, and the affection of his friends—inſfead, ike former fer- 
vants of the Company, of plundering the people of that country to corrupt 
the people of this, offers to ſacrifice a very conſiderable part of his private 
fortune, that the general good may not be impeded, and only computes his 


wealch by the public proſperity, —Where is « ſimilar inſtance to be found? 


RR ee e.g eee | 
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| tions which had already been made upon the extreme impropriety of removing 
Mr. Haſtings at ſuch a juncture, even if cauſes might exiſt for it at anothe! 
time, in the-midſt of wars and negociations, and at a period when the accounts 
from India proved of a. moſt favourable nature. That he, had, not forfeited - 
the confidence of the natives, appeared from the conduct of the Niaam and 
the Vizier. . A peace had been concluded with Madajee Scindia, hoſtilities 


7 +, 
o 


bad ceaſed with the Marattas, and Pr. Anderſon was confident of ſucceſs in 


negociating a general peace with them; unanimity prevailed in our councils ; 
ſucceſs attended our arms; . reſources had. been found, and applied to the pub-, 
lic exigencies, contrary to the conſident aſſertions of Mr. Haſtings's enemies, 
and even far beyond the expectation of his moſt ſanguine friends. From his, 
long and arduous · ſervice, he muſt poſſeſa, in a ſuperior degree, experience in 
e enn 
| | 12 een 
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ſnuations of the different powers throughout India ; and in the diſcharge er ifs 
| public duty he had manifeſted great bility, indefatigable attemion, unabated 
zeul, and incorruptible integrity. To remove him, at the preſent moment, 
muſt produce immediate confuſion, and might prove the cauſe of laſting 
detriment to the Company's affairs. Mr. Dallas erat monary gr N 9 
Hiring lis beam u ee the Bae eee 5 


MIt, Baring followed. Mr. Dallas, He allowed Mr. Hattings — 
very great abilities, and to have been a valuable ſervant of the Company. 
He ſaid he could not forbear remarking that « obedience to orders had been 
a ſtriking part of his character; that in acting contrary ta orders he had” 
been often right, and ſometimes vrang. He faid he had, as well as others, 
been much dazzled by the late accounts from India, and in particular by 
the Lacedemonian epiſtle, as the "Honourable Governor had juſtly called it, 
for every word in it was a ſentence; but when he came to read it attentively, . 
he did not conceive it conveyed accounts ſo very fayourable. The Governor 
General had talked of remitting Five Lacks monthly to Madras by bills x 
but Five Lacks would not pay the expence of the army. He talked of - 
uniting the Matattas, Moodajce Booſla, and the Nizam, againſt.Hyder, 
How was that poſſible, when it was a part of bis intention to weſt pertain. 
territories fram the Nizam, ann n This I * 
have explained. 


Major Scott roſe n He faid be could det Ae lüp nem 
ment at the caſe put by the worthy Director. What! was it abſolutely de- 
ceſſary that Mr. Haſtings, in 1782, muſt offer the ſame terms to Moodajee = 
Booſla as he had propoſed to treat upon in 1778, when our political ſyſtem 
was fo totally different? Bur the fact might at once be cleared by a refer- 
ence to Mr. Chapman's inſtructions: it would then be ſeen that peace with 
all the Marattas was the firſt great object, and the next an alliance with 
them, the Nizam, and the Engliſh, againſt Hyder Ally and the French. 
The Honourable General had ſaid that the reſponſibility of the Maratta 


war reſted with IO e 1779. Certainly it did. 
1 The 


alt the good ridings it 
Bengal cannot ſupport 
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direct. Of Mr. 'Haſtings, be obſeried) that; ikea „1 — 

more, he ſeemed determined not to be reſponſible: ſot meuſures which he was 

not allowed to guide. Whether Mr. Baring aſſigned this as the only reaſon = 
for recalling him, or added ſome other, we eee Nr 1 he 

ſpoke very log. Wen „ if "the 


Governor Ss id Al imagine from *whar fell from! * «4 
Honourable Director, that we were contriving with our enemies to ruin 
our affairs in the Eaſt; for at the very moment when they are calling from 
their retreats, men who are acquainted; with, the local circumſtances of that 
country, known to, and knowing the Princes with whom they are to act; F 
and when the Honourable Director ſtates the dangers to be apprehended from 
the arrival of ſuch a man as Mr. Buſſy in India, he propoſes to recal Mr. 
Haſtings, who has all the qualities ſo much to be dreaded in Mr. Buſſy ?:; 
and the Honourable Director would ſupply his place wich a man wanting in all 
thoſe qualifications neceſſary to give his abilities effect, even ſuppoſing the 
perſon in their view poſſeſſed them to that degree which is neceſſary to 
manage ſuch complex operations, and ſuch complex intereſts. So much does 
the ſpirit of party or prejudiee blind men, that they do not ſee the effect of 
their own arguments; but I am happy to find the Court ſees the weakneſs 
of them, by the applauſe they have given to the obſervations I have made. 
Another remark of the Honourable Director is not leſs applicable to the 
buſineſs before us. His great objection to Mr. Haſtings,” he ſays, is from 
his being like a late ſtateſman, who declared he did not chbſe'to be reſpon- 
ſible for meaſures which he was not allowed to guide. "The © compariſon 
between that late ſtateſman and Mr. Faſtings may be carried further chan — 
that obſervation. He too was reviled in his day, when mankind became 
uneaſy under the expences of a difficult and complicated war z for war is in 
all countries a great. drainer of the pocket, and becomes particularly uneaſy 
to a commercial and a free people. Under thoſe ſenſations, à perſon was 
employed to write a pamphlet to prove, * all thoſe i inconveniencies: which, 
the .nation felt from a ſtate of war, an and which could not be ayoided,, 
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aroſe from ſupponing the German v, Which, like the Maratta war before 
us,, was. held. forth; as. che. moſt impolitic of all meaſures ; and the nation for 
Pe hag held that opinion, 8 experience has ſince ſhown us that 

the wiſdom. of that meaſure, or the e abjlivies of thar ſtateſman, were never” . 
.difplayed in a higher degree than in Promoting | ng war, and finding, 
employment for dhe money and troops. of our molt ambitious enemy, and 


Y thereb Y, preventing: their Attention to "their marine. A contrary conduct is 


now ſeverely felt. Under this ſpecies of dehriuch, ready to ſacrifice the beſt 
"Eervane of the public co haſty opinion, 4 young ſtateſnan was brought into 
"the Elouſe of Commotz, arid induc 48 Watats his Erb 'ofinIvrs'in public 
' againſt the actiots of this great ſtiteſman, to whoſe memory a monument 
© has lately been diſplayed near the plate where Fam"fpeakitg,' by calling him 
* abandoned, flagitious, profligate” thiniſter but be has lived to retract 

His opinion reſpecting Lord Chatham, and had afterwards: the honour of 
moving for thoſe rewards which che nation has: ſo lberally beſtowed upon 
his family. In the ſame manner, as this is the firſt appearance the Honour- 
able Director has made in public, I conſider him equally raſh and haſty ;. 
- and 1 hope, axthey are bot urored in "the fame ſolidly that he will equally 


nue to retract what he has uttered concerning Mr. Haſtings 3.1 and, as a 


member of the Company, that he will be a propoſer, nnen 
] T -b adult Hs 1 116 T3 1 to t 


8 OY GO TOR "Mr. Plumer role, and ſaid, x 

# 11. D not my intention at this late hour, and after the W W been ſo. 
much exhauſted; to fatigue the Court with diſcuſſing at large the merits of 

cee Gledfi I riſe only to take notice of one or two of the argu- 

ments addueed, from belindl the bar, in ſupport of the reſolutions of the Court 

of Directors for his removal, which are now under ö to- 

which 1 mean ftriftly ro confine myſelf, ' Fi 


| The reaſon, given by the worthy Directot who Wu laſt (Mr. Baring) for 
his ſupport of thoſe reſolutions i is, the Governor General's diſobedience of the 
orders of the Directors. Yet. the ſame gentleman immediately, ſabjoins an 
admiſſion, which. muſt operate to ſuſpend any determination upon ſo vague 
6 * that thoſe orders have been. | in many inſtances. 
* | 4. 1 directiy 


wal 


* Where orders be Keats gun to ke | 

Scher, it is 4tnip6ltzble for thts; to om they" are Udreſt; H they aft ut al, 
not to fall under the Iinpuration of 4 diſobedience! of orders. Till thertfote 
the particular inftaiices of difoBellience tt ſpecified und bf the orders of the 
Dido upofſtbe ludſert ale ckamined, together with the hole ſtare of the 
caſe, and the reaſons given by the Governor General for his condutt,' no fair 


and accurate judgement can be paſſed upon it. Neither is it firidly to me 


San queſtion po. enter into a diſobedience of orders generally, that being 


40 Mr, Haſtings by that change; as fer avjt can. be dfoertaiged-with preciſion, | 
from amidſt che looſe. and. ſplendid. verbage, in which it is involved, is this; 
chat Mr, Haſtings has, in direct violation of the orders of the Court of Direct- 
ots, involved the Companp in unneceſſary and complicated wars, productive 
of the moſt ruinous and diſtreſsful conſeq uences. This is the kind of diſ- 
obedience charged, and to his therefore the angument and the proofs ought 
to be conſined. Now, it has been adiditted by the ateuſers of Mr. Haſtings,” 
chat the only war al luded to in theſe reſblutions is but with the Maratta. It 
is alſd ndmtted, that chat war originated in the treaty with Ragoba, and 
che ſerrute of the iſtand ef Salſettd. Phe argument is reductu Shen 80 
this plain queſtion of fact, Did Mr. Haſtings originally whderttibe or adviſe 
thoſe meaſures, or did he afterwards purſue them, in oppoſition to the orders 
of the Court of Directors? Theſe are matters of hiſtorical fact, of which the 
records of the Company afford clear and undeniable evidence; and from that 
evidence it appears manifeſt, that the charge is directly falied. in both its 
parts. The ſole original authors of thoſe meaſures were the preſidency of 
Bombay, urged by the anxious wiſhes ſo often expreſſed in the orders of the 
Court of Directors for obtaining the ohect of them, but without the leaſt | 
privity or knowledge on the part of Mr. Haſtings. The opinion he enter- 
rained of the folly of thoſe meaſutes, and the fatal confequences "tity were 
Likely to produce, appears from the minute he entered, as ſoon as the intelli- 
gence reached Bengal, upon the 3iſt of May, 1775. The whote of the 
minute ought to be read. The Secret Committee of the Houſe of Cortitivris, 
ia their '5th report, page 72, give this abridgment of it: * He (che 
« Governor 


r oondder of the n 
dent and Coureit of Bombay in miſking this treaty (the treat wich Rigel 

A A dpd nei gr and -anaurborifed, becauſe it had bren 
* 3 with _— decifive effects, but was likely to ariandefinite | 


ghout India, He expreſſed an equa diſapprobation 
FE 9 55 ede of the meaſurs had been 
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Ae bot ot at 3. e 
bod of corefting the mil: 
probable tomb 1 1 tötal 
c rag omen ps ronfmey Aigerny 
he obſerves; ther + he offers theſe opinions wich theſe: exceptions, "becauſe in 
cis nafortunate dilemmm he ſiu noloption hut thit-of The leaſt: evil. 
Me. Naſtinga i condemnation pf. the war was ndtietpreſt:in words oy he 
immediately toblathe moſt effectnalmerhod; for putting a ſpeddy termination 
10 ity hycdeputing Colonel L pen Nunneh with termy of accommedatign. 
How chen cm M Haſtings be accuſed,. confitently. with truth or juſtice, of 
beingtheavthpy.of @ wari band Phan, And pbjed, of vieh 
he ſo explicitly condemned Let us now advert to the conduct of the Court 
of Directors upon this octaſton? / Where do cheit paciꝭe prine iples, moderation, 
and averfion to offenſtvæ alliances,” of which theſe reſolutions boaſt; appear: 
They immediately emdraee with eagerneſs the plan of un "acquiſition of 
territory. The ſeizure of Sallette, and he trenty Wien Rugoba, the 
rand cauſes and ſubj & of the war, are 8 a roved. In their firſt 
f er, and every ſub ſequent diſpatch from P. - 0290 1775, PI. 1779» in 
every lage 55 the \ wat, god in 121 folemn =. of it, tk the le great points 
are uni ifortn y and Mia 
as 2 proof e 7 5 LEFTY 'of the Court o of desto, Pfiot o orders . 
Tec e 2p Gem and line of condutt ?* atever might be Heir 
80 8 5 [an in. 1 inſkance, they thou 165 ic wiſe to depart from it, and 10 
Ser 2 1 755 pecific and unequivocal ſanftian. to different principles. he i incon- 
1780 5 of ſuch general profeſſions with the conduct that was then purſued, 
. - fewdly "remarked by. the miniſters at "Poonah to Colonel Upton. 
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gain the treaty ; as invalid, and 1 | 
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-« fefſions of honour, and diſapprove the war entered into by the Bombay 
« Goverbment, when we ane e ee eben Wn 
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by direfting a perſever 
ing poſſeſſion of Salſette, they. virtually directed the continuance "of the 1 
war; and it was owing to theſe directions, and the Nie ſent out to lay 


hold of the Dighteſt pretence 'of provocation to bi treaty of Pr. f 
| under, that the renewal of hoſtilities took p place. 464 66:61 1 4 exit | tg 3 
erte 3 win 4 1115 . n 


The Court of Danese Adee ens late ED 
Aer this war; and if not ſolely, are principally chargeable with the 
reſponſibility of it. Mr. Hafling has adted throughout only a ſecondary 
and ſubordinate part. His firſt endeavours, prior to receiving any orders 
from the Court of Directors, were to negociate a ſpeedy termination of it: 
dis ſubſequent ones have been in conformity, and not in oppoſtion, to the 
orders he received, to proſecute the war with ſuccels. anden ura une 
Kands Entirely acquitted peri ors, imputed to him by theſe 1 
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ſation, 1 forbear to notice them, becaule they relate not to the cauſe, but to 
the conduct of the eee eee er He ey 


"rb; is cherefore foreign 0 the preſeng queſtion. 


Otber topics have been allo introduced, ſtill more foreign to the p 

One of them I cannot help adverting to, becauſe ſo much reſs has been la 
upon it by the Chairman :—I mean the letter of Mr. Haſtings to Lord 
Macartney,—Before that letter was read, I was very much ſtruck with the 
repreſentation that was given of its contents. We were told that the Prin- 


1 


ciples publicly avowed by the Governor General were, that the Rajah of 


Tanjore ought not to hold a fingle rupee, nor a grain of rice, but at the 
pleaſure of the Company. Though I was unable to diſcover the connection 
which this letter had with the charge contained in the reſolutions before us, 
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for which reaſon. it appeared to me not quite fair to adduce it on a ſudden 


T | againſt 
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ee e en e eee kin ste ee ene, Je 
_ held forth in it merited the cenſure which had been beſto ed upon it z- and 1 


Vas equally ſurpriſed at the wickedneſs of the Governor General in enter- 


e public 


b. rain 1655 1 t iets : 94.35 881 With ni "3:4 ls ih 5 rare: 
Tha wo 2 ant ood) eu ee apr) ih for ior en 


che letter; has entirely demos fl ground, both of cenfure. 
Oe ara Re oe: | 
| the words contained in it ſeparately, by themſelves, without. a reference to the. 
context, the occaſion of uſing, them, and the ſtate of che Carnatic) at. the, 
time this letter was written, —By this partial quotation, the Gayernor General 
| Was made to regomme tht, waiver hb i oor eee 
ſhould be had recourſe to only in the particular caſe,, an 
ſtances, of which he is ſpeak ing, The ſubjeR, of the jeiter is the Ae 
rb Dag OK be ET An 
ry on the war, Be ſpeaks. of repreſent- 

of Madrafs,. that the re- 17 
end chat in this dreadful 

crifis the Rajah of 7 4 FE e grain to the ſubſ 


of the army, . although called pon by the Nabob, his undgubred ſovereign, 
ne DA Ig as NEE 

charged with the entire defence of the ate, of which the Rajah of Tanjore, | 
is a member, and of his dependance. aac ee mg agen 
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e r | 
the time than diy ented nant ita preſent deſperate: condition. We all 
know to what a ſtate of extreme danger the hole of our poſſeſſions in that 
quarter have been more than one reduced in the courſe of this war, for want 
of a temporary ſupply In the beginging of laſt year, 2 few months before 
the date of this letter, Sir Eyre Coote and the army block aded at Cuddalore, 
(a place in the neighbourhood of Tanjore) by Hyder Ally's whole force, and 
all relief by ſea cut off by the French fleer then laying off Cyddalore, were 
| reduced to five e E ln by 
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ſoch an, a kamjng Kii x gen che whole equatry, except, xchat ig poſſeſſed 


b „ rg Tausche, in the hands of the enemy; if that Rajah, ſo ncarlx | 


connected with, and dependant upon us, and vhoſe country muſt be even- 
tially invblvet'm'the Smit Ganger, eithet From BAMAion, br averlee or 
ritmidity, withHiolds the. hetrffu: - Iupply, Having the" mcuns in- his power,” 
and being aſſured of A future of eu cat any one blame the Go- 
vernot” Generil For fiy ing, that in ſuch aff ti 
in the proteftioifof t l and cob 
compulſory tebtis of relief! The C armah Aer Wb 
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in fuch a moment, errno 5 75 "cannot . be But nto | 


Na without the facrifice of the public ſafety. Thiele appear to me to 
be the ſentiments of the Goverior Genetäl biptefſed in this letter upon 4 4 fair 

and cüutdid eonHtruktion of ft, and 7 Cannot "think them Niich'as, in le hei 
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"Mr. Sulivan, late 9 9 of V Eaſt "niia C or — ſpoke, 25 


expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the aſſertions contained in the reſolutions, fince 


the facts ſtated moſt certainly never. did exiſt : He affirmed! that the Miratta 
war originated in England; that, many years ago, it was under deliberation 


with the leading Directors: to give up Bombay; on account of the immenſe 


expence that attended keeping poſſeſſion of it; but the excellence of the 
docks, ant the command' it gave” us of the gulplis, induced" them tokeep' 
it. The next conſideration then was, the acquiſition of Salſette and Baſſrin. 
Theſe being thought of the utmoſt importance, the Directors at once 


approved of the treaty with Ragoba, becauſe it ſecured them a revenue on 


the Malabar coaſt, He then thought the Directors acted right; he thought ſo 
ſtill; 


ney the' Company, enifaped | 
cent br Have Tet6urle to | 
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avoried-h hte of hs reſpookibiliey/@rending it, eee 
Rr neither was it true that the Company had deſited no acceſ-/ 
on of rerrizory in the other parts of India: Lord Clive: and Mr. Verelſt, with: 
the approbation of the "Company, had been long in treaty for the ceſſion of, 
Cultack, by which would Rave diſmemberedthe Maratta empire. The: 


| vers deuten io, and the poſlefſior of ſo important a diſtrict © 


oilſeed ſuch orders; very far tm its. 
bor wigs the complexion. of the preſent reſolutions, it ſhould; ſcem as if the 
Directors were deſirous of ſhrinking from the reſponſibility of orders, which 
be avowed having a ſhare'in, and at this moment approved of. . With reſpect 
to Mr. Haſtings, he avowed his regard for tum,” becauſe he deemed him . 
_ wiſe, faithful, and able ſervant; and wRegever — was 1 * ſhould 
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great Queſtion, which was called for near Nine o clock. We are perfectly 


fenſible that in the foregoing imperfect ſketches of the different ſpeeches on 


this important day, we have done Juſtice to none of the Gentlemen who 


ſpoke ſo ably in the courſe of fo long a debate: but the . 


- dutted in Court with the, utmoſt propriety and decocum. 5 . 2 


Wen the queſtion: had been eallett fot; the Chatemars Spieles his wiſh 
that it might go ta a ballox; and Governor Johnſtone, and all Mr. Haſt- 
ings's friends, being very deſirous that the ſenſe of the Company ſhould be- 
taken upon it in the fulleſt manner, very readily conſented. But a very ſin- 


gular circumſtance followed: Nine names could. not. be procured. amongſt: 
ws | _ the 


times filled the Chair of the Sora ga ronach to make "oy late?” mg 6 
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Majority io favour of kt. Haſtings | — 


""Aﬀeer the ballet had been a Roos tne A | 
mended to the Directors to ſend accounts to every part of India as ſoon « as 
poſſible of the determination of the General Court, in order to give. confi- 
dence to the ſeveral Preſidencies. Some convetſation enſued, and One of _ 
the Directors poſitively called in queſtion the right of interference which the 
Proprietors had exerciſed ; but the arguments urged by Governor Johnſtone, 


in ſupport. of the Rights of the Proprietors, appeared ſo cogent, that Mr. 


* 


Baring's ideas ſeemed to meet with no ſupport or countenance from the Gen- 
tlemen behind the Bar; and, after ſome ſmart altercation, the Court ad- 
Journed, perfectly ſatisfied with the candid declaration which fell from the 


n Deputy Chairman. 


their Reſolution for the removal of Mr. Haſtings. 
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On Friday che iſt of November the Court of Directors agred to e 
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Upon a queſtion, in which it was naturally "IRE * could 1 
been no difference of opinion, there was, however, a long debate; and, of 
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